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PENROSE INTERIORS

DESIGN, STYLE AND QUALITY

Interior Design | Giftware & Accessories | Reupholstery |
Headboards | Curtains & Blinds | Wallpaper | Fabric | Paint |
Poles & Tracks

Broomes Barns, Pilsley Lane, Chatsworth Estate, Nr Bakewell DE45 1PF
E | sales@penroseinteriors.co.uk W | penroseinteriors.co.uk

Opening Times | Monday - Saturday 10am - Spm
Tel | 01246 583 444




Revd Mark Griffin,
The Vicarage, Edensor, Bakewell,
Derbyshire DE45 |PH Tel: 01246 604300

Church websites:
www.stpetersedensor.org & www.stannesbeeley.co.uk

February 2026

Dear Friends,

I've often used this article to talk about the enjoyment that Clare and | feel in
experiencing the changing seasons more fully since we have lived in
Derbyshire.We feel closer to the world around us and watching things
change with the nuances of each season - even beginning to notice when
things aren’t quite right like the blossom that appeared on the tree in the
churchyard in the mild weather in December.

As | write this there is snow on the ground and by the time this edition hits
the doormat hopefully the snowdrops in our spinney will have come into
flower and the spring won’t be too far away.The signs of the season.

As the year turns in the garden and the park, so the church’s year turns.That
too feels closer here - with the obvious moments of Christmas and Holy
Week and Easter, but also with the other festivals that enhance our life as a
community and point to signs of faith from Rogation to Remembrance.

The beginning of February marks the feast of Candlemas, when we

remember Jesus, forty days old, being presented in the temple in accordance
with Jewish custom by his parents.The story doesn’t dwell on what happens
at a presentation but rather the encounters with Simeon and Anna, two
older figures who recognise Jesus as Messiah. Simeon looks to the future and
Mary’s suffering in what happens to Jesus at the end of his life. For many of us
the story is most well known for the Nunc Dimittis sung at Evensong.

The day became known as Candlemas when the pre electric light church
blessed the candles that would be used to light the building during the year.
As candles became more an accessory less a necessity so the day fell into
obscurity, until more recently two themes emerged that gave its place in the
turning of the year.


http://www.stpetersedensor.org
http://www.stpetersedensor.org

One was that Candlemas was the pivotal moment when we turned our faces
from looking back to the baby and Christmas and turned our eyes toward
Lent and Easter.

The other was that as Simeon held Jesus the baby, young and old were
brought together. In our society people often meet in strictly segregated
groups, with everyone of a similar age or background, but Candlemas reminds
us that our basic bond is that we are all human and all linked.

So enjoy Candlemas as the year turns and rejoice in the bonds that draw us
together young and old.

Happy Candlemas

Mark

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday falls on Wednesday February |8th
and we will be having a service of holy communion
at Edensor that day at 9.30am.As part of the
service there will be the opportunity to receive
the imposition of ashes, if you wish.

FROM THE REGISTERS
ST. ANNE'S, BEELEY

19t December 2025 -
Funeral Service followed by interment

John Richard Thompson ‘Tommy’ aged 63years

ST. PETER’S, EDENSOR
13™ January -
Memorial Service following cremation

Margaret Mary Finney aged 95years
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‘THE BRIDGE’

The magazine subscription for 2026 is now due - £12 per year.

Please give the money to the person who delivers your magazine. Cash or
Bank transfer are the preferred payment methods. If you pay by
bank transfer the account name is Edensor PCC.

Co-op Bank

Sort Code: 08-92-99

Account Number: 65414327

Please use the reference ‘parish magazine’ and let me know if you have
made a payment this way so that | can mark you down as ‘paid’.

If you are only able to pay by cheque this should be made
payable to Edensor PCC.

If | post the magazine to you please add the cost of a book
of 12 stamps (12x 2nd class stamps = £10.44) to your
subscription or send a book of stamps to me, Liz Bradshaw.

Thank you for subscribing to ‘“The Bridge’.

St. Peter’s Church 100 Club We would like to invite new

December Draw 2025 members for 2026 to ensure a
I'st Prize £25 - no.24. Daphne Feeney membership of 100 throughout
the year.

2nd prize £15 - no. 88 Lynne Clark

Funds to church this month - £50 Membership is open to everyone

Ann Halll - from the villages and the church
and their families and friends.

Subscriptions for 2026 are now

due in order to be eligible for Thanking you in anticipation.

the January draw.

These are payable at £12 per Ann Hall
number held. Please make out

cheques to:-

St. Peter’s Church 100 Club

Thank you for your continued
support.




Easy Fundraising

If you already SHOP ONLINE, or if you haven’t yet done
so, then why not use Easy Fundraisng and help raise
money for St. Peter’s Church? There is no extra cost to
you and a percentage from your purchase will come back
to the church.

To Register : Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk

*Click on Register
*Choose Saint Peter’s Church - Chatsworth Park as your charity

and fill in the rest of the form
To Shop : Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Search for your store in the alphabetical list

*Go ahead and shop
Choose from over 2000 of the UK’s best-known retailers including names
such as Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis and HMV and when you shop using
the links on the easyfundraising site up to 15% from every purchase you make
is donated to St. Peter’s Church.

St. Peter’s Coffee Rota

Do you enjoy chatting over coffee after the Sunday service? If so, then
why not consider adding your name to the rota?

We now have two new people who have joined the
coffee rota but ideally could do with at least one more
couple to make any ‘swaps’ easier.

Do have a think about it and if you would like to put
your name down have a word with Liz or Lynne.

St. Peter’s Edensor

hy Your Support Really Matters

Regular giving from worshippers, visitors and the community is the primary way
hat St. Peter’s Church in Edensor resources itself.

By scanning this QR code and making an online donation,
ou will be enabling regular worship together with
eddings, baptisms & funerals, Christmas and Easter

celebrations, together with all of the activities the church

undertakes in Edensor for future generations.

Scan this QR code with your phone camera to donate

now!
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St.Anne’s Beeley
hy your Support Really Matters

‘our support is very important to St. Anne’s.
If you would like to make a gift, please scan this QR code with your phone
camera. Your gift helps to keep St.Anne’s open every day for visitors and the

local community, and available for weddings, baptisms and funerals, together with
services throughout the year.

St.Anne’s church has a long story of faith; your gift enables
Jchis beautiful church to be enjoyed and treasured by future
generations.

[Thank you for your gift.

Scan this QR code with your phone camera to donate now!

The Padley Centre

The Padley Centre accept donations of clothing and household items
such as bedding (no duvets or pillows); books, jewellery and bric-a-
brac, which they can sell in their charity shop, as well as food, toilet
rolls, kitchen rolls and hygiene products. Nadine will take these items
down to Derby for booked slots.

hey especially need tins of fish, meat, soups, tomatoes, fruit etc. and
packets of cereal, tea and coffee and cartons of long life milk as well

as toiletries and sanitary products. Items for the Padley can be left at
he back of the church.

Telephone Numbers

St.Anne’s Wardens:- Rupert Turner 01629 732794
Fiona Swain ex directory
Treasurer:- Fiona Lichfield 01629 813382
Both Churches Safeguarding:-  Sarah Porter 0786 669 5132
St.Peter’s Woardens:- Elizabeth Bradshaw 01246 582421
Lynne Clark 07767 652 624
Treasurer:- Mark Titterton

e-mail: mtitterton@me.com
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Study Group

This Lent, starting on Monday 2" March at 10am, there will be five
weekly sessions. The format will be coffee at |0am followed by about
an hour of discussion before finishing at around I 1.15.We’ll meet in
the Cavendish Chapel.

VWe'll be looking at “Dancing to the heartbeat of God” which is the
Archbishop’s Lent Book 2026 subtitled “Stories of discipleship” and
published by SPCK. It is described as follows:

“Dancing to the Heartbeat of God explores many aspects of discipleship.

With a foreword and an afterword by the Archbishop of Canterbury
designate, an introduction by the Archbishop of York, and chapters by
around thirty authors drawn from across the globe, the volume
creates a sense of excitement, dynamism and faithful witness in its
gloriously diverse writers and readers alike.

Its testimonies and stories aim to encourage people in the Church of
England and across the Anglican Communion to share their faith with
others.”

There should be a lot to talk about. Please note you don’t need a copy
of the book.

Everyone welcome - they will be stand alone

sessions so you are not committed to come to all
five but | hope you will want to come to as many C
as possible.

Dancing
satothe &~
+ heartbeat

If you can’t come to any of the sessions but
intend to read the book, let me know and we’ll
see what you made of it.




Dates for your Diary - February 2026

10 BEELEY WI Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm Beeley Village Hall
Liam Spivey - Chatsworth Farm Shop
Refreshments & rdffle: Jo Wright Symmonds and Jude Shore

17 BEELEY HERITAGE SOCIETY - 7pm Beeley Village Hall
David Spencer giving a presentation on Winter in the Georgian countryside

18 CHATSWOTH WI Monthly Meeting - 7pm Cavendish Hall, Edensor
Speaker: LizzieLouise — Pilates & the Pelvic Floor
Competition: Pilates Caption Competition (circulated before the meeting)

27 CHATTY CRAFTS - 10-12noon in the Cavendish Chapel, St. Peter’s
Church. Do come and join us for a chat, a cuppa and even some crafting!

Edensor - aVillage on the move!
Saturday 215t February - 10.30am
St. Peter’s Church, Edensor

In an illustrated talk, Edensor resident, Christine Robinson will give a
kfascinating insight into this quaint village in the heart of the
g Chatsworth Estate.

Tickets £10 (includes coffee & biscuits) available from
07767 65264 or on the door

Edensor Day Exhibition

This Edensor Day we are going to have another exhibition in the Cavendish
Chapel. Following the exhibition on Francis Thompson last year, our theme
this year will be “Vicars of Edensor 1855 - 1997”- spanning the period from
Canon Hall's move from Beeley to Ron Beddoes retirement. If you have any
information, photos or contacts about my predecessors in the 20th century,
please have a word, any loan items gratefully received nearer the time.

Those of us who were carol singing in December met Bob Honner’s grand
daughter who was visiting the park and joined in. A chance encounter but a
reminder of the many happy memories of previous incumbents.

I’'m hoping that as with Francis Thompson, the exhibition will be a launching
pad for a talk on the clergy of Edensor.

Mark




THE WINTER
OLYMPICS RETURNS
TO EUROPE

If you like snow-sports, you are in
for a great month. From 6 to 22"
February, Italy will be hosting the
2026 Winter Olympics, officially
known as Milano Cortina 2026.The
opening ceremony is at football’s
famous San Siro stadium.The
Paralympic Winter Games follows,
from 6t to |5t March.

For the first time the Winter Games
will have two host cities, Milan and
Cortina d’Ampezzo, with events
spread across |5 venues in northern
Italy, using existing infrastructure to
reduce costs. (Thus, Milan will host
indoor events like hockey and figure
skating, while Cortina hosts alpine
skiing and snowboarding.)

Around 3,500 athletes from more
than 90 countries are expected to

compete for 195 medals across 16
Olympic disciplines. New this year is
ski-mountaineering.

Snow gets an occasional mention in
the Bible. Job tells how God “Says to
the snow, ‘Fall on the earth’ ... He
stops all people from their labour.
The tempest comes out from its
chamber, the cold from the driving
winds. At His direction they swirl
around over the face of the whole
earth to do whatever He commands
them.”

Let’s hope that the snow does a
good deep swirl around Italy this
month.

ALERT

The advice from RoSPA (Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Accidents) and at least one NHS
Trust, for navigating slippery
pavements is to walk like a penguin. |
know it sounds silly, but it’s better
than a broken bone. Take small,
careful steps and keep your knees
slightly bent to stay balanced. Find

more guidance on how to stay safe
in the cold weather here.

https://www.gov.uk/government/

publications/keep-warm-keep-well-
leaflet-gives-advice-on-staying-

healthy-in-cold-weather/top-tips-for-
keeping-warm-and-well-this-winter
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Greek yoghurt

g Real live Greek yoghurt is seriously
tgood for you. Its protein and live
fbacteria have been linked to stronger
i muscles, boosted gut microbiome,
fand better heart, bone and brain
fhealth.

Greek yoghurt is high in protein, with
fup to |0g of protein per 100g. That's
gabout double the protein of low-fat
fyogurt or Greek-style yogurts.
FWhat’s more, it is a ‘complete’ source
g of protein, with all nine of the

f essential amino acids that our bodies
bcan’t make by themselves.

¥ Greek yoghurt boosts your gut

tFive good reasons to eat

healt. Its natural probiotics o

encourage a wider array of beneficial 4
bugs to live in your gut.That means %
less inflammation, and probably fewer §
cancer-causing chemicals.

Greek yoghurt contains the minerals %
potassium and magnesium, which can
help to both support and regulate
blood pressure.

Greek yoghurt provides calcium.This §
can contribute to greater bone :
density and even re-build bone tissue §
if we are older or have been injured. §

Greek yoghurt includes the B

vitamins — thiamine (Bl), riboflavin |
(B2) and cobalamin (B12).These help §
support memory, critical thinking, and §
our problem-solving skills.

Shrove Tuesday — Pancake
Day - 9+ February

It’s odd, really, to think that confessing
one’s sins to God should be linked to
making pancakes.And yet the
beginning of Lent brings us both —
Shrove Tuesday is Pancake Day, and is
followed by Ash Wednesday, and so
Lent begins.

In centuries gone by, the pancakes
were made to use up the milk and
eggs before the fasting of Lent. More
recently, many readers will have
childhood memories of the wonder
of watching our mothers break an
egg, mix it with milk and flour — and
out of that gooey mess, to produce a
light and delicious pancake.

These days, more of us buy pancake
mix, or even ready-made pancakes. It
seems we prefer the certainty of
ending up with pancakes - to the risk
of having made nothing BUT a mess
of the kitchen.

In many parishes they used to hold
pancake races on the day.Why
anyone would want to run around a
field while holding a pancake is not
clear, but in Olney, Bucks, they have
held a pancake race almost every
year since 1445.




Break the Debt Blues:
your path out of debt to a

fresh start this year
The bills are rolling in, and many people

As the post-Christmas bills continue
to pile up, many of us feel under
financial pressure. It can be a lonely
time, but you don’t have to face it
alone.

For Christians Against Poverty
(CAP) have launched a new Five-
Step Guide which is a roadmap to
get you from financial worry to a
fresh start. In a nutshell:

*The First Step: Reach out to CAP
for free, expert advice, tailored to
your specific situation.

*Friendly Support: Their local team
will provide face-to-face visits and a
supportive hand to hold.

are struggling. This story may offer hope.

*An Expert Plan: CAP helps you
build a realistic budget that
prioritises your essentials, like food
and housing.

*A Fresh Start: CAP can handle the
process of creditor negotiations, so
that you can focus on building long-
term financial stability.

*CAP assures people that:“We
believe that no one should have to
stay awake at night worrying about
money. Our local debt coaches are
ready to listen, help you organise the
paperwork, and walk with you every
step of the way. Don’t let the “Debt
Blues” define your year. Discover
how simple it is to start your
journey toward peace of mind.”

More info at: https://capuk.org

DERBYSHIRE

A

Seek financial support

People in financial difficulty may find
it more difficult to heat their homes
sufficiently. This increases the risk of
becoming unwell due to cold
exposure.There are grants, benefits
and sources of advice available to
help you make your home more
energy efficient, improve your
heating or help manage energy bills.

There are also support measures in
place to help with the cost of living,
especially for those on low incomes.
For example, if you claim certain
benefits or tax credits, you may be
eligible for an extra payment from
the government to help with the
cost of living. The government has

published energy saving tips to help
save money on bills.
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Can you get across the
pedestrian crossing in
time?

Have you ever had to hurry to make
it to safely across the street because
the pedestrian crossing light is about
to turn red again?

If so, you are not alone. A recent
study has found that pedestrian
crossing timings are simply too brief
for many elderly people and
especially those with mobility
problems.

The length of time given at crossing
points usually assumes a walking
speed of |.2m per second. But the
study found that the average speed of
adults aged over 65 is only 0.77m per
second.

So more than half of older people
need to increase their normal
walking speed by about 50 per cent,
just to reach the other curb safely.

One of the researchers said:“This
isn’t just a safety issue — it’s
potentially a barrier to
independence, physical activity, and
social connection, all of which often
decline in later life.”

Another said:“Allowing enough time
to cross the road can boost
confidence, support independence,
and help them remain engaged in
their communities, all key to a better
quality of life.”

The study was published in the
journal Age and Ageing.

Three in four car thefts
unsolved

Keep a close eye on your car this
year, because sadly, no one else
seems to be able to do so. Recent
figures have revealed that more than
121,000 car theft offences were not
solved in 2024-25.

The British Transport Police, South
Yorkshire, City of London, Sussex
and Warwickshire police forces
reported that more than 80 per cent
of car thefts were unsolved. 35 of
the 44 police forces in England and
Wales had a total rate of 60 per cent
of all cases going unsolved. Some

critics even say that the dismal
figures shows that car theft has been
decriminalised in the UK.

Of course, theft has been around for
a long time. For this very reason,
Jesus warned us not to over-value
the things that we own. He said:“Do
not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where ... thieves break in
and steal.” (Matthew 6:19).

Sadly, no data exists from the st
century, to tell us how many stolen
camels and donkeys were ever
recovered.



Introducing Dame Sarah
Mullally - the 106"
Archbishop of
Canterbury

The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah
Mullally DBE officially became
Archbishop of Canterbury on 28t
January 2026, when she was legally
confirmed at St Paul’s Cathedral.

Most people know that she had been
Bishop of London for several years,
and that she is the first woman to
ever become Archbishop of
Canterbury. But what else do you
know about her?

*She was born in Woking in 1962, and
is one of four children, with two
sisters and one brother.

*She attended Winston Churchill
Comprehensive School and Woking
Sixth Form College. She went on to
South Bank Polytechnic and
Heythrop College, University of
London

*She worked as a nurse in the
National Health Service, which she
has described as "an opportunity to
reflect the love of God". She
specialised as a cancer nurse and
became a ward sister at VWestminster
Hospital, before being made Director
of Nursing at Chelsea and
Westminster Hospital.

*In 1999, at the age of 37, she was
appointed the Government's Chief
Nursing Officer for England in the

Department of Health. She was the
youngest person ever to be
appointed to the post. Bishop Sarah
was made a Dame Commander of
the British Empire in 2005 in
recognition of her outstanding
contribution to nursing.

*She had become a Christian at the
age of 16.While working as the Chief
Nursing Officer for England, she
discerned a call to ordination and
entered training ministry at the South
East Institute for Theological
Education.

*She was ordained in 2001 and
served her curacy in St Saviour’s
Battersea Fields, initially as a self-
supporting minister, before leaving
her government post in 2004, which
she has described at the time as “the
biggest decision | have ever made”.

*In 2012 she was installed as Canon
Treasurer at Salisbury Cathedral and
three years later took the role as
Suffragan Bishop of Crediton in the
Diocese of Exeter, the fourth woman
to become a Bishop in the Church of
England.

*On 12t May 2018, Bishop Sarah was
installed as the 133rd Bishop of
London at St Paul’s Cathedral, the
first woman to hold the role.

*Bishop Sarah sits in the House of
Lords as one of the Lords Spirituals,
having been introduced on 24t May
2018. Her maiden speech paid tribute
to the NHS on its 70t anniversary,
telling the Lords: "l am the Bishop |

Continues over page.....



Continued from previous page...

am today because of that first
vocation to nursing, and compassion
and healing are constants at the heart
of who | am."

*She was sworn in as a member of
the Privy Council in March 2018 and
became Dean of Her Majesty’s
Chapels Royal in July 2019.

*As Bishop of London, she led the
Church of England’s Living in Love
and Faith process from 2020 to
2023.This included the formative
stages of discernment and decision
making which saw the introduction of
the Prayers of Love and Faith for
same-sex couples.

*She has served on the Church’s
National Safeguarding Steering Group
and is also Lead Bishop for Health
and Social Care issues.

*As a Lord Spiritual, she has drawn
from both her pastoral experience
and her background in nursing and
healthcare and has played a key role
in the ongoing debates on assisted
dying.

*This year, she chaired the Triennium
Funding Working Group that

developed the Church of England's
three-year spending plan that led to
significant investments in local
churches and parish clergy.

*Archbishop Sarah is married to
Eamonn, an Irish-born IT and
Enterprise Architect who enjoys
beekeeping and volunteering as a
London tourist guide.

*The couple have two grown-up
children, Liam and Grace.

*Archbishop Sarah has continued her
interest in the health service having
been a non-executive director at the
Royal Marsden NHS Foundation
Trust then at Salisbury NHS
Foundation Hospital.

*She is Chair of Christian Aid.

*She has spoken openly about her
dyslexia, describing her difficulties
with writing and reading.

*In her spare time, she loves cooking,
walking and pottery.

published in 1611.

1994.

1t was 80 years ago, on | 1" Feb 1946, that the Revised Standard
Version of the New Testament was published. It was the first major
English-language update of the Bible since the King James version was

And 40 years ago, on 12% Feb 1986, that the Treaty of Canterbury
was signed by Britain and France. It was the agreement to construct
the Channel Tunnel linking the two countries. The tunnel opened in




. 14t February
" - Valentine’s
) Day mystery
There are two confusing
things about this day of romance and
anonymous love-cards strewn with
lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, there
seems to have been two different
Valentines in the 4th century - one a
priest martyred on the Flaminian
Way, under the emperor Claudius,
the other a bishop of Terni martyred
at Rome.And neither seems to have
had any clear connection with lovers
or courting couples.

So why has Valentine become the
patron saint of romantic love? By
Chaucer’s time the link was assumed
to be because on these saints’ day
-14th February - the birds are
supposed to pair. Or perhaps the
custom of seeking a partner on St

Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap of
the old Roman Lupercalia festival,
which took place in the middle of
February. One of the Roman gods
honoured during this Festival was
Pan, the god of nature.Another was
Juno, the goddess of women and
marriage. During the Lupercalia it
was a popular custom for young men
to draw the name of a young
unmarried woman from a name-box.
The two would then be partners or
‘sweethearts’ during the time of the
celebrations. Even modern Valentine
decorations bear an ancient symbol
of love - Roman cupids with their
bows and love-arrows.

There are no churches in England
dedicated to Valentine,

but since 1835 his relics

have been claimed by

the Carmelite church in Nl
Dublin.

We welcome all ages
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers....

Come and see what God has done, His
awesome deeds for everyone! Psalm
66:5

Someone quite unexpected came to
one of our church’s services
recently. It was so exciting to see a
newcomer.What | mean is he was
not only someone new, but he was
also quite young. By young, he was a
lot younger than me (though that is
not difficult). He came to the service

which is ‘meant’ for older people,
and even so, he seemed to enjoy it. |
was able to tweak the sermon and
explain each part of the service. He
has been back to church a few times
since then. It is good to see new
faces.

We are fortunate to have a good
range of different types of service.
Some are traditional prayerbook
ones and others are more modern. |
am not sure why they are often tied

Continued over page....
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People are coming to
faith amidst the
'darkness' of crises
around the world

So says several Church of England
bishops.They believe that
increasing numbers of people
have been turning to the
Christian faith.

The Bishop of Rochester,
Jonathan Gibbs said:“Something
is going on. Or rather, God
Himself seems to be up to
something — way beyond what we
as Christians have been doing to
share the message of the gospel
with the people around us.

“Humanly speaking, | believe this
is happening because people have
begun to realise that the things in
which they had placed their
hopes — things like ever-increasing
prosperity or the ability of
science and technology to solve
all our problems — have started
to crumble in the face of

economic crises, global
pandemics and climate change.”

The Bishop of Gloucester, Rachel
Treweek said:“As | have listened
to the voices of children, young
people and adults across this
diocese; the voices in
Westminster, and indeed in
prisons; | believe there is a
yearning for certainty amid the
turbulence, anxiety and
uncertainty, and the endless
messaging of crises.”

The Bishop of Chichester, Martin
Warner, speaks of joyful
celebrations of baptisms and
confirmations in his Diocese and
new congregation members at
Chichester Cathedral.

“A new generation attending
Chichester Cathedral have shifted
the atmosphere,” he said.
“Buggies now take their place
alongside the Zimmer frames, to
the delight of everyone.”

Continues from previous page....

into various age groups. Sometimes
we get children at evensong and
mature folk at family services. | do
not really like the phrase ‘All Age
Services’, as these often turn out to

be for one age group only.All people
are very welcome to all our
services, and we encourage them to
try out different styles of worship
and see what works for them. Each
service should be ‘all age’.

17




Mary Shelley and

Frankenstein
by Tim Lenton

It was |75 years ago, on |
February 1851, that the novelist
Mary Shelley died. She is best
known for her Gothic novel
Frankenstein.

Her parents were the influential
philosophers William Godwin and
Mary Wollstonecraft, a strong
advocate of women'’s rights who
died | | days after Mary’s birth
from complications.The future
Mary Shelley was herself
fascinated by books and
philosophy but spent two long,
enjoyable spells “for her health”
with the Baxters, a dissenting
family who lived near Dundee.

She started on the novel
Frankenstein — not the name of
the eight-foot, lovelorn ‘Christian’
monster but of the scientist who
created him — at the age of 18
after a conversation about ghosts
with her husband, the atheist
Romantic poet Percy Bysshe
Shelley, and others. After her book
was published anonymously, many
suspected that her husband had
written it or was co-author, but
this was not the case: he may have
done some light editing.

Mary, a baptised Anglican who
came to despair and doubt, wrote
several other books, but her life
was tragic on many levels. Her
husband had affairs, and they
mixed in circles where that was
encouraged.A four-year period in
Italy with Byron and others,
initially welcomed by Mary,
became especially hard for her to
endure. According to him, she had
described Naples as “a paradise
inhabited by devils”.

Three of her four children died at
a very young age; only the fourth,
Percy Florence, reached
adulthood.And her husband died,
aged only 29, in a mysterious
sailing accident in 1822 in The Gulf
of Spezia near Genoa.

Her last book, however, was a
travel narrative about rambles in
Germany and Italy which she had
undertaken with her son Percy in
the early 1840s. She died aged 53,
perhaps of a brain tumour or a
stroke. She was buried at St
Peter’s Church in Bournemouth.
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The staggering vision of

‘2001 A Space Odyssey’
By the Revd Roy Shaw, a retired but
active priest in the diocese of York,
where he is a spiritual director.

| recently saw an excerpt from the
film ‘2001 A Space Odyssey’, and had
to remind myself that it was released
in the early summer of 1968.1 was so
enthralled and mystified by the film
that | saw it twice that year, and it’s
still staggering in its realisation.

No computer-generated imagery
back then; it was all shot with
realistic models of spaceships, slow-
spinning space-stations, lunar bases,
star-scapes, against the blackness of
space. It recreated all the stuff
needed to make people believe that
what they saw on the screen was
credible as a vision of what, in 1968,
lay 30 years ahead. Painstaking,
detailed and exact camerawork
obviously played a big part, too. One
critic has even said that the scenes in
the space station and the space
ships, especially of the humans
piloting or guiding those machines,
look more credible than anything
NASA put out.

‘2001’ still takes my breath away
nearly sixty years later. It looks
soooo convincing! Now, here’s the
confession bit; | haven’t really grasped
the ending, when Dave (the astronaut
we've followed throughout the film)
reaches out to embrace the future as

a star-child. At least, | think that’s
what the ending is about, but | still
have questions.

All this has parallels with our faith, at
least for some of us. Christian faith
offers us a vision, and a staggering
one at that, where we can embrace
the future with hope, even though
we've no clear sense of the ending
beyond our earthly pilgrimage.VVe
are given some clues in the
Scriptures and the words of Jesus,
but much of it is hidden from us.

And as we live out our faith,
committing our ways to God each
day, | trust we have discovered it is a
credible faith, one that keeps us
keeping on through the yearly cycle
of Christmas, Lent, Holy Week,
Easter, Pentecost, Advent.‘God is
with us’,‘God is for us’,‘God is in us’,
‘God is near us’ All those truths,
experienced day by day, are
staggering, and take a lifetime to
digest. We don’t know all the
answers, but we have enough to go
on to trust God in the here and now.

Are there films, tv series, books,
maybe a magazine article, which have
cast some light on your pilgrim path?
Which have helped you follow God
with more understanding? What
comes to mind? Give thanks for all
the ways God leads you on the daily
path.



The funeral of Queen

Victoria
by Tim Lenton.

Exactly 125 years ago, on 2"
February 1901, the funeral of
Queen Victoria took place.

She had died at the age of 81 on
22" January, having ruled for
nearly 64 years, and her death
took her family, courtiers and
subjects by surprise in difficult
times. The Boer war was still in
progress, and the previous year
the Prince of Wales had been shot
at in Belgium, by a boy who was
protesting against the war.

Her third adult child — Alfred,
Duke of Edinburgh — had just
died, another was near death, and
she herself had been confined to a
wheelchair, almost blind and often
confused. She died at the remote
Osborne House on the Isle of
Wight, and when it happened
there was no-one alive who could
remember how to bury a
monarch.

Victoria had asked for a full
military state funeral, and there
were secret instructions
concerning mementoes of her
personal servant, John Brown.The
official service in St George’s

20

Chapel was chaotic because of
timing errors, but it was followed
by an emotional ceremony for the
family on 4*" February, in the
mausoleum the queen had built
for her husband at Frogmore,
adjoining Windsor Castle, where
the Queen was laid to rest beside
her much-loved Prince Albert.

The total cost was £35,500 (£4.5
million).Victoria had outlived all
the members of her Privy Council
alive in 1837;all the members
who had sat in the House of
Commons at that time; and all
nine of her bridesmaids.

What has been described as the
godly domesticity of the Victorian
era appealed to a mainly
Protestant public, centering more
on morals than on radical
evangelicalism and effective
prayer. One historian noted the
transformation in the general
British attitude from “aggressive,
brutal, rowdy, outspoken, riotous,
cruel and bloodthirsty” to
“inhibited, polite, orderly, tender-
minded, prudish and hypocritical”.
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Reflecting Faith:

‘Breaking’ the Word
The Revd Dr Jo White considers reading
the gospel in church.

For the last few months, we’ve been
looking at the way that church
services are put together. Last time
we looked at the reading of the
gospel, and how we honour that in
our own body language (by standing

up).

This month we will move on to ‘The
Sermon’ which is often known as
‘Breaking the Word'. This parallels if
you like, the ‘Breaking of the Bread’
which follows later in the service.

The Sermon is intended to be an
expansion and perhaps an
explanation of the Bible readings that
have been used in the service. Often
it sets the scene and context for the
verses which are set at what often
seems quite random and
disconnected.

This is particularly true of the Old
Testament reading, where not only
the verses may be unconnected to
readings from previous services, but
often they are taken from totally
different books; Isaiah one week and
Jeremiah another.

So what is the preacher’s task here?
It was once described to me as: to
comfort the disturbed and to disturb
the comfortable! That sounds a bit

harsh, but when you think about it,
isn’t that what we really need from
our God? When we are in difficulties,
whatever the cause, we need to
know He’s there, and that He has our
back, so to speak.

When things are going well for us,
then that’s a good time to be working
on recognising another weakness in
ourselves and working towards
lessening it.

There’s no sitting back on our laurels
when we work for the Lord.

This month

As we start Lent this month, have a
good listen to a few sermons.You can
catch them in a church service or
even on your computer. Most
cathedrals have a website where they
record their Sunday service in whole
or in part, which you can listen to
and take part wherever you are.

How were you before the sermon
started and how did you feel at the
end — was there something in it that
you will think about over the coming
week, or was it lovely comfort food?
Whichever it was, may it bless you as
you prepare for Lent.



God in the Sciences -
Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made

Dr Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at The
Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion in Cambridge, writes on the
positive relationship between Science
and Christian faith.

Every person who ever lived was
once a sperm and an egg. Those two
cells fused together; and in nine
months they turned into a living,
breathing, human being. Each of us
emerged from this same embryonic
development process, which is highly
complex and organised, but variable
enough to turn out a unique
individual every time.

If you like order — such as neat piles
of stationery, or tidy colour-coded
files — you will enjoy this story. One
of the most important stages of an
embryo’s development is when each
section of the body, from head to
rump, takes on its identity. Each part
is told what shape to take, and which
limbs or internal organs to grow: legs
or arms, lungs or kidneys, and so on.

The most beautiful part of this body-
patterning process is that it brings
the dimensions of time and space
together in such a neat way.The
DNA instructions for the
procedure, known as genes, are
organised in the order in which they
are needed during development

which is also the order in which they
appear on the body. No other sets of
genes are known to be arranged in
such a tidy pattern.

So, as the embryo develops, the
tissues near the head end activate
the first sets of genes.Those active
genes then make all the proteins
needed for that part of the body to
grow and develop in the right way.
The tissues just below the head then
switch on the second set of genes,
and so on.A wave of activation
passes down the embryo, specifying
each section of the trunk in turn.

The Wisconsin-based developmental
biologist Jeff Hardin often quotes
Psalm 139 to express the wonder of
embryonic development.The
Psalmist did not understand how this
process happened, but he knew that
it was a marvellous thing.“For you
created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb...your
works are wonderful, | know that full
well. My frame was not hidden from you
when | was made in the secret place,
when | was woven together in the
depths of the earth.”

The story of the tidy genes brings
out the hidden beauty in the very
early stages of embryonic
development. The more biologists
get to find out about how we came
to be born, the more we can say,“l
am fearfully and wonderfully made”!



Remembering the
work of L S Lowry

by Tim Lenton.

Fifty years ago, on 23" February
1976, the artist L S Lowry died of
pneumonia. He was known primarily
for his bleak industrial landscapes of
north-west England, populated with
matchstick men, but he also painted
original and striking seascapes and
impressive portraits.

Laurence Stephen Lowry was born
on It November 1887 in Stretford.
His father worked for an estate
agent and his mother was an
organist, playing at the local church.
Laurence went to Sunday school, but
as life later turned difficult, his faith
became shadowy. After leaving school
he became a rent collector for the
Pall Mall Property Company and
stayed there until his retirement in
1952.This led to some dismissing him
as a ‘Sunday painter’.

Lowry’s life was restricted by his
family debts and his mother, for
whom he took responsibility after his
father died. He tried hard to please

her, but she showed no appreciation
for the quality of his art, looking
instead for a middle-class respectable
life. He became a solitary figure and
never married.

Lowry remains popular as an artist,
with many imitators, but he never
formally taught or gathered a group
of followers around him. He holds
the record for rejecting British
honours - five, including a knighthood
(1968).A collection of his work is on
display in The Lowry, an impressive
purpose-built art gallery on Salford

Quays.

During his life he made about 1,000
paintings and over 8,000 drawings.
His works often sell for millions of
pounds. Buried in Manchester next
to his parents, he left an estate
valued at £298,459, plus artwork, to
Carol Ann Lowry (no relation),
whose family he befriended when
she was |3, after she asked for help
with her own development as an
artist.

=~ Looking for
romance?

Sadly, for many of us
romance is an elusive thing. So, if
you are single, and looking to at
least meet other Christian singles,

you may care to visit Christian
Connection, at  https:/
www.christianconnection.com.
doesn’t promise to find you the
person of your dreams, but you
never know!
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Eating Disorders
Awareness Week: 23"
Feb to It March

Do you suffer from an eating
disorder? Or are you close to
someone who struggles with one? If
so, then you will know the long battle
that sufferers can wage with
anorexia, bulimia, binge eating and
EDNOS (or ‘eating disorder not
otherwise specified’.)

Eating disorders ruin lives. They ruin
relationships.They also ruin careers.
They are estimated to cost the UK
economy about £9.5 billion a year.

This year the annual Eating Disorders
Awareness Week website says: “An
eating disorder can be isolating,
making people feel alone, whether

someone has an eating disorder
themselves or whether they are
supporting someone.

And so it is that “We're celebrating
the power of community and the
vital role family, friends, and other
support networks play in helping
someone feel supported,
understood, and never alone on their
journey from seeking help,
undergoing treatment and beyond.
How can people with eating
disorders be best supported by their
employer and colleagues?

Visit https://
edaw.beateatingdisorders.org.uk for
details.

Children’s pocket
money on the rise

A good way to beat inflation these
days is to be a child.The amount of
their weekly pocket money has been
rising faster than inflation, according
to a recent survey by the GoHenry
banking service for 6 -18-year-olds.

Last year, on average, youngsters
earned £10.73 a week. This was
about 8 per cent up from the 2024
average of £9.92. (Inflation has been
at most about 3%.)

GoHenry'’s survey found some of the
ways in which children earn their
pocket money. The most common
job are:Tidying bedrooms - £1.12;
Getting ready for school (includes
homework) - £1.35; Helping around
the house - £1.18; Looking after
yourself (includes cleaning teeth) -
£1.24; and caring for pets - £1.37

The top-paying jobs are: Looking
after after plants -£1.91; Being good -
£1.46; Practising music - £1.44;
Looking after pets - £1.37; Getting
ready for school £1.35
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

|Police

INHS Dlrect

|Derbyshire Domestic Abuse

|Derbyshire Dementia
Support Service

[Mind (Sheffield)

|Cruse Bereavement Support

|Childline
- for kids and young people

The Silver Line
- helpline for older people

Samaritans

|Derbyshire Addiction
Advice Service

Farming Community Network
Derbyshire LGBT+

ICitizens Advice

|Derbyshire Dales District Council

|Derbyshire County Council

101 for non emergencies
(999 for emergencies)

08000 198 668
Text: 07534 617 252

01332 208 845

derbyshire@alzheimers.org.uk

0114 258 4489
info@sheffieldmind.co.uk

0808 8081677

0800 1111

0800 470 80 90

116 123
01246 206 514
03000 111 999

01332 207704

0800 144 8848

01629 761100

01629 533190
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Baslow Health Centre
— Church Lane,
Baslow

www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk

Patient Online:

Have you registered to use the
online service? This allows you to
book or cancel appointments on line
(during normal service) and order
your repeat medications.You can
also request access to your
Summary Care Record, and Detailed

Coded Data contained within your
medical records.You can also look at
your test results.

Telephone Numbers:
Reception: 01246 582216
District Nursing Team 01332 564 900
Health Visitor: 01629 816633

Normal Surgery Opening Times

Mon, Tues,Wed,Thurs & Fri
8am-6.30pm;

(closed Bank Holidays)
(Phones 8am — 6.30pm Mon - Fri).

Surgery Closure

The surgery will be closed on

Wednesday | It" February for
training purposes.

Ordering Repeat
Medication

You can order repeat medications in
the following ways:

*In writing or with our on-line
access service

*Return your repeat request form to
surgery by Post or Fax
Please allow three working days

before collection and collect
between 8am and 5pm

Prescriptions can be collected
from reception inside the

surgery.

Samples - if you need to leave a
sample with us please ensure it is
labelled with your name and date of
birth and returned in a bag, if
provided, either through the
letterbox or at reception.

Test Results - Please ring for

test results after 2.30pm as we
do not receive test results back from

the hospital until lunchtime.

For Urgent Calls when
we are closed call 111
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Pilsley C of E Primary School
NURSERY

FREE childcare places AVAILABLE

¢ Exceptional grounds for exploration and play, with Forest School activities,
and an outdoor classroom

¢ Highly experienced, well qualified early years practitioners

¢ Daily ‘Read, Write, Inc” phonics and maths sessions.

¢ High quality child-led learning and continuous provision

e Links to the local churches and community

e State of the art interactive smartboard technology in every classroom.

¢ Dedicated music, baking and PE sessions

¢ Delicious home-cooked lunches, prepared on site
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2013 KrazyDad cor

It was 80 years ago, on |9% Feb 1946, that mathematician and cryptanalyst
Alan Turing presented a detailed paper for the national Physical Laboratory
that gave the first reasonably complete design of a stored-programme
computer.

70 years ago, on | 1" Feb 1956, two members of the Cambridge spy ring,
British diplomats Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean, announced that they had
defected to the Soviet Union.They had both vanished in mysterious
circumstances in 1951.

65 years ago, on 9% Feb 1961, the Beatles played at the Cavern Club in
Liverpool for the first time.
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THE CAVENDISH CLUB

The Cavendish Club is a wonderful facility for the people and associates of
Chatsworth, located at the rear of the Estate Office building opposite Edensor
village.

All Estate pass holders, tenants of Chatsworth, and Chatsworth sports club
members are granted automatic free membership of the Club and are welcome to
come along and enjoy the great atmosphere with their guests.We serve classic pub
dishes and fabulous local beers and wines all of which are very reasonably priced in
accordance with the core Chatsworth value of looking after our people.

We are open: Tuesday 16:00 - 23:00
Wednesday/Thursday/Friday | 1:00 - 23:00
Saturday 16:00 - 23:00

Lunch options and light bites | 1:00 - 14:00 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
Evening meals available 17:30 - 21:00 Wednesday - Saturday

Check out our Facebook page for details on our monthly quiz nights and
special evenings

For enquiries, bookings and any other business just give us a call on 01246 565392
or email Andrew.Garrod@chatsworth.org.We look forward to seeing you!

J.W. & J. Mettam Lt0

Independent Family Funeral Directors since 1899

We recommend

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

WWW.VV[Ett&lVV[fMHBY&l[S.CO.Mk

Ambrose House, Granby Croft, Bakewell, DE45 1ET.
Telephone: 01629 812114
e-mail: admin@mettamfunerals.co.uk
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If you would like to place an advert for your business in our
parish magazine, then please contact Liz Bradshaw for more

information on prices etc. - liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk

CAVENDISH VILLAGE HALL, BEELEY

Looking for somewhere with bright modern facilities
to hold your event and at reasonable cost? Beeley
Village Hall is the place for you.

o Disabled access and toileting

o Fully equipped kitchen.

o Small meeting room seating 12 persons.

o Main hall seating 100 persons.

o Situated within a well maintained garden.
Currently used for Yoga, Flamenco dancing, band practice, Society meetings,
Wedding receptions and of course parties. An ideal venue for anything from small
one off meetings to regular courses.

Available for %z day, full day or evening bookings.
For more information or to make a booking please contact 07900 214 286 or look at

our website www.beeleyvillage.org.uk

WYEGARTH ELECTRICAL SERVICES
For All Your Electrical Needs

Serving the local community for over 30 years.
For a reliable friendly service contact Darren on:

Mobile:07971786258 / Office: 01629814085
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READINGS &ROTAS FOR FEBRUARY 2026

ST. ANNE’S, BEELEY FLOWERS & BRASSES

I 3pm Family Communion Barbara Hawksworth

““ ““

8 9.30am Holy Communion

15 930am Holy Communion Jenny Mower

“« “«

22 930am Holy Communion

ST. PETER’S, EDENSOR SIDESMEN

I 10.45am Holy Communion Mr & Mrs Gordon

8 10.45am Holy Communion Mrs Jackson/Liz Bradshaw
15 10.45am Matins Mr & Mrs Wardle
18 9.30am  Service for Ash Wednesday
22 10.45am Holy Communion Diana Walters/Christine Robinson

COFFEE CLEANING FLOWERS

I Mr & Mrs Sherwood Fabulous Cleaners Amanda Neale

8 Mrs Jackson/Leslie Butcher Mrs Day Janet Cosgrove
I5 Ann &Tony Hubbuck Fabulous Cleaners “©oo

22 Kate Green/Christine Goldsack  Kate Green/Nick Wood Lent - no flowers

READINGS ST. PETER’S ST. ANNE'S
I Hebrews 2:14-end Mike Woodcock TBA
Luke 2:22-40 Candlemas
8 Romans 8:18-25 lan Drummond Claire Cadogan
Matthew 6:25-end Second Sunday before Lent
15 Exodus 24:12-end Janet Harvey Fiona Swain
Matthew 17:1-9 Sunday before Lent
18 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 TBA 7
John 8:1-11 Ash Wednesday
22 Romans5:12-19  Christine Robinson Sarah Porter
Matthew 4:1-11 Lent |

Deadline for the MARCH magazine: items should reach me NO LATER
THAN MONDAY 1|6 January :email to: liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk
The ‘Bridge’ Parish Magazine £1 per copy (£12 per year)
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e CAVENDISH wore

Fresh food

sourced from
the land

Our curated menus tell a story of the land with
Chatsworth Garden fruits, vegetables and herbs,
and ingredients from some of Derbyshire’s best
suppliers.

From the natural interior touches and views
across Chatsworth Park, to the seasonal
ingredients we serve, The Garden Room
celebrates a strong connection to the
surrounding landscape.

The Gallery Restaurant is a serene
space to enjoy an ambitious take
on the very best local produce.

We look forward to welcoming
you for lunch, dinner or

afternoon tea soon.

For bookings and enquiries call 01246 582311
or visit cavendishhotelbaslow.co.uk

THE CAVENDISH HOTEL AT BASLOW | CHURCH LANE | DERBYSHIRE | DE45 1SP

®
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If you would like to place
an advert on this page
please contact:-

liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk
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