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It isn’t always possible to predict how people are going to react. Some people
who seem very ordinary and even timid most of the time turn out to be
superb in a crisis, while the person we all thought would be brave goes to
pieces completely. Some people cope really well with sadness and loss but
are totally thrown by unexpected happiness or good fortune, as though it
somehow disturbs their whole understanding of how the world is supposed
to be. Some people can only be at ease when they are in charge of a
situation, and some can’t cope with responsibility at all but are fine if they are
told what to do. People are all different.
It is only then to be expected that people reacted very differently to the
death and resurrection of Jesus. Some of those who followed Jesus had
clearly been expecting the worst for some time before the crucifixion.
Perhaps this group of people never really expected that Jesus would succeed.
They loved him and they believed in him, but they knew the world too well.
They knew people’s selfishness and cynicism, and so they knew that Jesus
would be rejected and killed, eventually. As you can imagine, these people are
thrown into disorder and terror when they find the empty tomb. Hope and
new life were not part of their plan.
Other followers were sure, right up to the last minute, that Jesus would pull
some spectacular trick out of the bag and save himself. They had seen him
do so many miraculous things, after all. So as it became clear that nothing
was going to happen to save Jesus, that he really was going to die, their world
was turned upside down, and they scattered in devastated disarray.
People’s reactions to the resurrection are just as varied. In John’s Gospel, the
empty tomb means very different things to the two sets of people who see
it. For Peter and the beloved disciple, the dark mouth of the cave is a channel
for the rebirth of hope. They had been right about Jesus: he did have one
more spectacular miracle to perform after all. They see the empty tomb and
run to spread the good news. But for Mary, the black hole of the empty
tomb is still about loss. She is so far gone in the grief that she had been
expecting for so long that she cannot feel any sense of hope until she sees
Jesus with her own eyes.
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As we read the story in the Gospels, she was the first to see the risen Jesus
and to tell others what she had seen. But other disciples, like Thomas, or the
two walking to Emmaus, or Peter, who had betrayed Jesus, all needed to meet
the risen Lord, too. Each of them needed something slightly different in order
to believe. Mary needed to see, Thomas needed to touch, the pair on the road
to Emmaus needed to be convinced how it made sense in terms of the
Scriptures and Peter needed to be forgiven and given responsibility. Each one
was different, and to each one, Jesus appeared.
As I said earlier, people are all different. Jesus knew that, and he treated them
accordingly. God knows that, because he created us. But we who want to
proclaim the good news of the risen Lord don’t always remember how
different people are.
What makes each one of us come to faith in Christ and go on believing and
trusting in his new life will vary from person to person. Jesus can be
encountered in many different ways. Our task at Easter and always, is to
discern what it is that people need in order to meet the risen Christ. Some
may meet Jesus in grief, some in hope and some in human touch. Some may
meet him in anger at the cruelty of the world.
Jesus wants to meet everyone where they can find him, so that all may share
his risen life. There isn’t a package deal, only new life.
Every Blessing and a very happy Easter
Canon Dave
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Dates for your Diary -April

St. Peter’s, Edensor ‘With this Ring’ Flower Festival
Visiting Bellringers 3.30 - 4.30pm Nottingham District of the
Southwell and Nottingham Guild
BEELEY WI Monthly Meeting Chatsworth Gardens - an after hours stroll around the gardens to
see the best blooms of the season. Steve Porter, Head Gardener
Nibbles & Raffle: Joyce and Kath
CHATSWORTH WI Monthly Meeting 7pm Edensor Tea Cottage
Speaker: Joan Newton -’To Romania with Love’
Competition: Something pearly
Vote of Thanks:Val Blackwell
Oxfam Jazz Breakfast 10.30-12.30 Medway Centre, Bakewell
BASH presents ‘The Other Boleyn Girl’ - Medway Centre, Bakewell
7.30pm proceeds to Bakewell Old House Museum
MU Coffee Morning - Town Hall, Bakewell 10am - 12noon
BEELEY Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall. All Welcome
Wedding - 1pm St. Peter’s, Edensor Ben Rosamond Victoria Higgs
7.30pm All Saints Church Bakewell Rhos Orpheus Male Voice Choir
with Lady Manners School - Tickets £10 from The Bakewell Bookshop

Special Services during Holy Week
As well as our usual Easter Day Communion services 9.30am St. Anne’s and 10.45am at St. Peter’s, there will be the
following special services during Holy Week.
Monday March 30th, Tuesday March 31st, Wednesday 1st April St. Peter’s, Edensor - Compline 7.30pm
Thursday April 2nd - St. Anne’s, Beeley - Maundy Thursday
7pm - Holy Communion
Friday 3rd April - St. Peter’s, Edensor
2pm - Good Friday Meditation
Saturday 4th April - St. Peter’s, Edensor - Easter Vigil
7.30pm - Holy Saturday Lighting of the Pascal Candle &
renewal of Baptismal Vows
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Flower Festival at St Peter's, Edensor

"With this ring..."
A festival of wedding flowers 10th ~ 12th April
(including a small selection of vintage wedding dresses)
Open from 10am ~ 4pm Friday 10th& Saturday 11th
12noon - 4pm Sunday 12th
Refreshments available in church
Entrance £3per person or 2 for £5 (under 16 free)
Below is a reply to my ‘note’ in last month’s magazine at the end of the article on helping
youngsters learn good financial habits, when I asked if anyone else remembered the
National Savings Stamp scheme...

Hi Liz
Even though we moved I still download the magazine to keep up with
Edensor News.You are quite right about saving stamps. When I was at school
I bought them and I seem to remember there were two different values and
the stamps had pictures of the very young Prince Charles and Princess Anne.
I hope you are all well.
Pat Eades

St. Peter’s Church, Edensor
Annual Sheep Service
Sunday 19th April 2014 - 10.45am
You are invited to come and share with us
in celebrating the birth of the lambs and the
care and work of shepherds and farmers.
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
St. Peter’s Church, Edensor

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners to elect two churchwardens and an
assistant churchwarden will be held on Sunday, April 26th following the
morning service. All residents of the ecclesiastical parish of Edensor and on
the local government electoral roll or those on the church electoral roll are
entitled to vote. (Check with Christine Robinson that you appear on the
church electoral roll.)
The Annual Parochial Church meeting will follow this meeting and only those
on the church electoral roll may vote at this meeting. However, it is open to
anyone else to attend.
Nomination forms for the position of one councillor can be obtained from
Christine Robinson. The PCC meets approximately four times a year so
please consider putting yourself forward or nominating someone for this
rewarding work.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
St. Anne’s Church, Beeley
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners to elect two churchwardens and an
assistant churchwarden will be held in church on Tuesday April 28th at
7pm. All residents of the ecclesiastical parish of Beeley and on the local
government electoral roll or those on the church electoral roll are entitled
to vote. (Check with Fiona Swain that you appear on the church electoral
roll.)
The Annual Parochial Church meeting will follow this meeting and only those
on the new church electoral roll may vote at this meeting. However, it is
open to anyone else to attend.

Edensor Village Day & Open Gardens
The Edensor village portion of the money raised at last year’s Edensor Day
& Open Gardens has now been distributed - £500 to the Addington Fund;
£500 to Helen’s Trust and £2,000 to MNDA (Motor Neurone Charity). It
has been suggested that some of the money from this year’s event could
be given to Weston Park Hospital although this has yet to be agreed upon.
REMEMBER - EDENSOR DAY & OPEN GARDENS 20th JUNE 2015
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Gala Dinner at Hassop Hall
St. Peter’s Church will be holding a fundraising dinner at Hassop Hall

on Friday 24th April with guest speaker Emma Bridgewater. Emma is a
well-known British artist, designer and ceramics manufacturer based in

Stoke-on-Trent. Her pottery is instantly recognisable and can be found in

many homes - large and small.

The timetable for the evening is 6.30 for 7.00

Apéritifs and canapés followed by a three course dinner, coffee and mints
Tickets are £70 each and early booking is recommended as I’m sure this
event will prove enormously popular.

For more information and tickets contact:

Christine Robinson ~ 01246 582938; mob 07752 159 637
Liz Bradshaw 01246 582421; mob 07803 317 402

St. Peter’s Church, Edensor
is having a stall on

Bakewell Market
on

Monday 25th May
proceeds to Church Funds
Unwanted gifts, bric-a-brac, jewellery, books, home made cakes & produce etc.
Donations of any of the items listed above will be very welcome. We will be
manning the stall between 8.30am - 4.30pm, so if you are able to help for an
hour or two during those times please contact Mike Pindar, Liz Bradshaw,
Christine Robinson, David Jackson or Dave Perkins and your name will be added
to the rota.
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CHATSWORTH HORTICULTURAL AND PRODUCE SOCIETY
ANNUAL SHOW
Advance notice of show

Saturday, 15 August 2015
Go on have a go—plant some veg, grow some flowers, knit a bobble hat.
Support your local show!
New members urgently needed.

Schedules available from Sandra Elliott - mrselliott2114@gmail.com

St. Peter’s Church 100 Club
February Draw 2015

!

‘SPICE’ Sunday

The next ‘SPICE’ Sunday at
St. Peter’s will be 12th April.
Please remember to bring
your 5pence pieces and
remind anyone who collects
them for you to give them
to you for that Sunday.

1st Prize £30 - no. N/A
2nd Prize £20 - no. N/A
Funds to church this month - £50
Apologies for the absence of the
February Draw numbers. At the time
of the magazine going to print I hadn’t
received the names and numbers of
the winners.

Thank you.

Items for the MAY magazine should reach me NO LATER THAN
MONDAY 13th April 2015: email to: liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk
‘The Bridge’Parish Magazine 60p per copy (£7.20 per year).

High Peak Women’s Refuge
This month we are going to be collecting:
Easter eggs and chocolate
Women (and children) need chocolate!
Thank you for your continued support.
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BAKEWELL & ASHFORD FILM SOCIETY
April 12th 2015 The Medway Centre, New Street, Bakewell 7.30pm
Renoir (2012, France) Cert. 12
111 mins. History, drama (French with english subtitles)

Set on the French riviera in the summer of 1915, Jean Renoir - son of the
Impressionist painter, Pierre-Auguste - returns home to convalesce after
being wounded in World War 1. At his side is Andrée, a young woman who
rejuvenates, enchants, and inspires both father and son.

Jazz Breakfast in aid of Oxfam
19th April at the Medway Centre 10:30-12:30
Adults £8, Students £5, under 5 free
Tickets available from:
Bakewell Book Shop, Jude 01629815469 or Daryl 01629813209
Start your Sunday with some cool, mellow jazz from The Steve Salfield
Quartet whilst enjoying a delicious continental style breakfast

Come for a relaxing coffee with homemade scones and delicious cakes.

Coffee Morning
Monday 27th April
10am - 12noon

Bakewell Town Hall
Stalls and Refreshments:
Books & Bric-a-Brac, Homemade Cakes & Preserves, Plants,Tombola

Bakewell Mothers’ Union Fund-raising Event for MU
Projects to help support families worldwide.
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP OTHERS
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For the love of chocolate

The Spanish explorer Cortes also
called it ‘the divine drink’, and the
conquistadors brought chocolate
back to Spain. From there it
travelled north, and reached
England about 1849. It was first
served as a drink, until during the
Industrial Revolution it caught the
attention of several leading Quaker
families, (including the Cadburys,
the Frys, the Rowntrees and the
Terrys). It was the Fry family who
created the first ‘eating’ chocolate…
and the rest, as they say, is history.
Today the world eats
about 600,000 tons a
year. Enjoy your
Easter egg!

Are you going to indulge in Easter
chocolate this year? Ever wondered
where it first came from? We have
the Aztecs of equatorial Central
America to thank: it was they who
discovered that a certain tree, later
named Theobroma Cacao, was well
worth cultivating. The Aztecs
considered chocolate the ‘drink of
the gods’ (Theo means God, broma
means drink; hence the name). The
Aztecs credited chocolate for
everything from spiritual wisdom to
sexual prowess; Emperor
Montezuma is reported to have
drunk more than 50 flagons of the
stuff each day.
Sales last month
totalled a creditable
£884 helped by £17
at the Bakewell Bake
Off Day, £39 at the Methodist Church
Coffee Morning, £172 at the Baslow
Hunger Lunch, £25 at the Women's
World Day of Prayer Service and £57 at
the Bakewell Choral Society Concert.

through which the radical love we try to
live by can flow right to the heart of the
problems faced by those who most
need it.
We are aware, in this country, of the
frustration and disappointment faced by
people who would like to work and
earn money but cannot find a job. At
least here there are financial benefits
which can provide a cushion in such
circumstances. Many in developing
countries do not even have that. Their
options are much more limited and the
need to earn money is a life or death
imperative. There is no lack of energy,
initiative or enterprise. Our radical
love, focussed by Traidcraft's practical
help, gives us a way to harness this
energy, enabling such folk to provide for
themselves and their families.
We have the means - do we have the
will to use it?
Peter Bird
01629 813087/pabird@gmail.com)

I was struck by the theme of this year's
Women's World Day of Prayer Service
which focussed on Radical Love. How
do we live out the Radical Love which
the followers of Jesus are called to
embody? How does this kind of love,
which gets right to the root of human
need, manifest itself in practical action?
Surely by enabling all people, and
especially the most disadvantaged, to
fulfil their creative potential. It was
precisely this aim that Traidcraft was set
up to achieve and which it strives
ceaselessly to bring about. We are
provided with a ready made channel
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church porch. It’s a glorious, vivid,
shocking reminder of a great
assertion. The graveyard is not a
terminus, but a junction.

The Way I See It :
David Winter considers graveyards – and
the Resurrection

Easter Thoughts in a
Churchyard

The resurrection of Jesus (and hence
our resurrections, too) is the defining
claim of Christianity. Christians don’t
follow the teaching of a prophet who
died many centuries ago, or of a holy
man whose life is an example to
follow, excellent as that may be. They
put their trust in a Saviour whom
they believe is alive and with them
now, and they also believe that
through Him they too will move
through the junction of death to the
journey that lies beyond - a journey
he talked about to His followers.

It’s a yearly paradox.You’ve brought
some flowers to the churchyard to
lay on the grave of a loved one. All
around you are graves and
headstones, reminders of the
inevitable end of life’s earthly journey.
But it’s Easter Day, and from within
the church you can hear the singing:
‘Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!’
Perhaps then you notice a few other
things. You’re standing among the
fresh daffodils and the grass that’s
suddenly green and growing again.
For a moment you pause and reflect
on the reverse of an old saying. In
the midst of death we are in life.

I spoke of an annual paradox. It lies
in the inescapable fact of death,
indelibly represented by those graves
and headstones, and in the equally
inescapable fact that - in apparent
defiance of all logic - human beings
down the ages have clung to the
belief that death is not the end. Every
culture has its story of the life
beyond - the Elysian fields,Valhalla,
Nirvana, Abraham’s bosom. But only
with the coming of Jesus, and the
witnessed events of that first Easter
morning, has our instinctive belief
been given wings. The paradox is the
heart of everything. Death is a fact,
but life is greater than death. ‘Because
I live’, said Jesus, ‘you will also live’.

That essentially is what Easter is
about - an annual reminder that death
is not the end of the story. A few
years ago I lived for a while in
Cookham, in Berkshire, which was
once the home of the great twentieth
century painter, Stanley Spencer.
Perhaps his most famous painting is
‘Resurrection in Cookham
Churchyard’, which depicts local
residents - many of them
recognisable village characters - rising
up out of their graves to be greeted
by the risen Jesus, standing in the
11

At that moment the dragon
appeared, looking inexpressibly
revolting. The Saint charged, and
drove his spear into the gaping
mouth. To everyone’s amazement,
he tumbled the monster over and
over.

23rd April ~ St George
of the Golden Legend
The Saint of an English Army before
he was Patron Saint of England, St
George may have been a soldier,
but he was no Englishman. He was
an officer in the Roman army under
Diocletian, who refused to abandon
his faith during the Terror, and was
martyred at Lydda in Palestine about
the year 300 AD - supposedly 23
April. Over the years St George
became the example of a Christian
fighting-man, a powerful helper
against evil powers affecting
individual lives. He was the
soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of
whom remarkable deeds were
reported.

Then St George borrowed the
Princess’s girdle, tied it round the
dragon’s neck, and persuaded her to
lead it back to Sylene herself. The
sight of her approaching with the
befuddled dragon on its makeshift
lead emptied the town. When the
inhabitants timidly crept back, St
George promised to behead the
dragon if they would all believe in
Jesus Christ and be baptised.
It was a most effective form of
evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’
at once. So 15,000 people were
baptised, and four carts were
commissioned to remove the
dragon’s body.

In the Golden Legend of the 13th
century, Jacobus de Voragine gave
St George a handsome write-up.
The story runs thus:
One day, St George rode up to the
heathen city of Sylene in Lybia,
where he found the citizens in great
distress. A neighbouring dragon
had forced them to surrender two
sheep each day for its dinner, and
when the sheep gave out, two of
their children; and now they were
about to sacrifice the King’s
daughter, dressed as if for her
wedding. St George encountered
the little party by a stagnant lake,
where the dragon lived, and
persuaded the sobbing Princess to
tell him why she was so miserable.

St George thus became a symbol of
the war against evil, and is usually
portrayed trampling the dragon of
sin under his horse’s hoofs. The
Crusaders had a vision of him
helping them against the Saracens
at Antioch, during the first Crusade,
and so brought the story of St
George back with them from
Palestine. Presently England put
herself under the protection of the
Saint. His day was declared a
holiday in 1222. A red cross on a
white field is the flag of St George.

12

We could also call such places
‘touching places’, and a few years
ago the Radio 4 programme
‘Sunday’ asked its listeners to
choose their top ten touching
places. It included the pilgrim sites
of Lindisfarne, Iona, and
Walsingham. We might extend that
list of places blessed by God and
hallowed by prayer to include the
Holy Land, Rome, Compostela and
the shrines of our Lady. In the first
of these articles we looked at why
we go on pilgrimage. This month
we focus not on the why, but on
the where: the pilgrim sites around
the world, those thin places that
draw hundreds and thousands of
people to find healing and
holiness, faith and fellowship.

‘O happy band of pilgrims’
– visiting the ‘thin places’
of the world
Making a pilgrimage in the Spring has
had an enduring appeal for many
Christians down the centuries. In this
new occasional series, the Revd
Canon Michael Burgess considers all
that a pilgrimage can mean to a
Christian’s walk with God.

Christians in the Celtic Church
lived with the strong belief that the
material and spiritual worlds, the
visible and the invisible were one.
There was a connecting thread that
linked the two, and certain places
manifested that reality. They were
called ‘thin places,’ and there is a
story of a monastery at
Landevennec in Brittany, an area of
great beauty which was protected
from the Atlantic storms. But in that
blessed place none of the monks
could die: they were weighed
down by old age, longing to leave
this world, but never able to do so.
The abbot had a dream where he
was shown that the monastery on
earth was out of line with the
monastery in heaven. He exhorted
his fellow monks to pull down the
buildings and move them a little
nearer to the shore. When that was
done, the alignment in that ‘thin
place’ of heaven and earth was put
right, and it was now possible for
the monks to embrace death and
leave this world.

Charles Péguy wrote that although
the pilgrim may well come alone
to such a place, he or she
‘nonetheless participates in a flux
which has elected that holy place.’
That flux might include a particular
saint who lived there or a vision or
the tomb of a holy one: all in their
own ways witnessing to the fact
that holiness dwells there. As
tangible as the air we breathe, such
holiness links heaven and earth
and infuses those places with grace
and goodness. It is those qualities
and that history that draw the
pilgrim to tread where the saints of
old have trod. John Martin wrote of
the Holy Land, ‘Often the pilgrim
continued on page 13
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is aware that he is standing where
the Lord once actually stood or
walks where His feet have actually
trod. Such is our experience when
we walk by the hill road from
Bethany over the top of the Mount
of Olives and down the other side
to Gethsemane and the Kedron
Valley.’

with that thin place of Nazareth,
where a girl in her early teens was
called by God’s messenger for a
special purpose. From that willing
response of Mary a child was born:
time and eternity met, the visible
and the invisible, the material and
the spiritual. We journey today to
such hallowed places of pilgrimage
that God may touch our lives. And
we journey with
the prayer that
all places may
be the touching
places of God’s
love in human
life.

For the pilgrim these places are
‘thin places’ – we sense the thread
linking the earth beneath to heaven
above. They are ‘touching places’
for there we also sense and feel the
blessing of God in our lives. Just as
the story of our redemption begins

In the spring and summer of 1815, a
persistent "dry fog" was observed in
the north-eastern United States. The
fog reddened and dimmed the
sunlight, so that sunspots were visible
to the naked eye. In 1816, known as
the Year Without a Summer,
countries in the Northern
Hemisphere suffered extreme
weather conditions.

Largest volcanic eruption –
ever by Tim Lenton
The largest volcanic eruption in
recorded history – Mount Tambora
in Indonesia – began 200 years ago
this month, on 5th April 1815.
Ash in the atmosphere lowered
global temperatures for two years,
and an estimated minimum of 70,000
people died. The explosion was heard
1600 miles away, and ash fell at least
800 miles away.

Cool temperatures and heavy rains
resulted in failed harvests in Britain
and Ireland. Famine was prevalent in
Wales and north and south-west
Ireland, following the failure of
wheat, oat and potato harvests.

The eruption column reached the
stratosphere, an altitude of more
than 27 miles. Fine ash particles
stayed in the atmosphere for many
months, spread around the globe by
longitudinal winds, creating brilliantly
coloured sunsets and twilights in
London and influencing painters such
as Turner.

Tambora's explosion was 10 times
bigger than Krakatoa and more than
100 times bigger than Vesuvius or
Mount St Helens.
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an authentic expression of his
humanity at the time.

Canon David Williams, a chaplain
with the Thames Gateway NHS Trust
(latterly, in retirement, in a voluntary
capacity), considers the impact that
depression can make on your life…

Many other artists have expressed
their humanity creatively while
wrestling with mental illness; the
Russian composers, Tchaikovsky
and Rachmaninov, the Dutch
painter, van Gogh, and the English
poets, John Clare and Gerard
Manley Hopkins, for example.

Overcoming ‘The Black Dog’
Many famous people, who have
made a lasting impact, have
suffered from debilitating mental
illness. Winston Churchill, the
fiftieth anniversary of whose death
we celebrate this year, called his
bouts of clinical depression his
‘black dog’. He just learnt to live
through it with courage and grit
and sought consolation in his
creative energy, as in his painting
and even in building brick walls at
Chartwell.

Sometimes, sadly, mental illness
and life in a secure institution can
cause a talented artist to be
neglected. They may continue to
express themselves creatively, but
they can be forgotten.
Ivor Gurney, a First World War
poet and composer of many
beautiful songs, is an example.
When he died in 1937 in the City
of London Mental Hospital, in
Dartford, he was largely forgotten,
except by a few friends, like the
composers Gerald Finzi and Ralph
Vaughan Williams. They tried to
help him and make his work
known. Thankfully, today Ivor
Gurney’s talent is becoming more
recognised and an orchestral work
was included in the 1914 Prom
Season in the Royal Albert Hall.

Robert Schuman, the famous 19th
Century German composer,
suffered greatly from mental
illness, which at times led him to
the depths of despair when he
found it difficult to function.
Some years ago a new CD was
issued of Schuman’s String
Quartets. The performance of one
quartet was criticised for being too
disturbingly agitated in its mood.
One music critic, however, on
Radio 3, disagreed. He praised
the performance because it was
faithful to what Schuman had
actually written. The music was
disturbing because Schuman was
in a disturbed state when he wrote
it. Schuman’s agitated music was

So the point is this: mental illness
may seem to be a denial of a
person’s true humanity, but it is in
fact the opposite. Everyone who
lives courageously through the
15

‘black dog’ that haunts them is
expressing profoundly their
humanity. They don’t have to be
famous, or famously talented.
They are just bravely themselves,

even when they are struggling to
keep in touch with reality. They
deserve our full respect and
admiration.

What do we want from our
Parliament?

As Romans 13:1-7 reminds us, we
acknowledge that ‘the authorities...
have been established by God
for... our good’ – words written in
the context of an imperial power
holding sway. In the UK, where we
have a voice in deciding who the
‘authorities’ should be, where it’s
possible to encourage the values
by which society operates, we
accept the responsibility that
comes with the privilege, and vote
wisely.

by Antony Billington, head of
theology at the LICC.

A few months ago, in late January,
we marked the 750th anniversary
of the first English Parliament, held
by Simon de Montfort in the
Palace of Westminster. In another
few weeks, in May, we will be
facing a General Election. So it
seems appropriate to recognise the
long, albeit somewhat checkered,
history of democracy we have
enjoyed in this country.
At the very least, elections provide
an opportunity for us to reflect on
priorities and concerns, for
ourselves and for the society in
which we live: health, education,
transport, housing, welfare, tax,
crime, environment, immigration.
Not for the first time will we notice
how many of these play to our
fears as well as our hopes.
In all of this, we recognise that
politics is an inevitable feature of
life for the ‘whole-life’ disciple.
We recognise, too, that Scripture
allows us to be neither overly
cynical nor overly confident about
the potential of politics to make a
difference.

More specifically, a perspective
nourished by Scripture helps to
reframe how and why we vote. We
vote not simply for what will
benefit ourselves, but for what will
benefit others, for that which
serves the wider community.
Scripture places high premium on
right treatment of the vulnerable
and marginalised. What do
manifestos say about the poor, the
elderly, the disabled, the asylum
seeker? Since the gospel reframes
aspirations, we vote less for what
might bring material gain than for
what might bring moral gain.
What will be the effect of policies
on marriage, family life, poverty?
Given the centrality of relationship
Continues on page 17
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place where harmony and reason
rule. Poussin presents us with a
calm, ordered landscape. But in the
foreground we see something that
jolts us out of this reverie. Two
slaves carry off a body for burial. It
is Phocion, an Athenian general.
He was known as ‘Phocion the
good,’ admired for his honesty and
integrity and for his simple way of
life. In the 4th century BC Phocion
argued for peace when the city
around clamoured for war with
Macedon. His enemies won the
day and they intrigued to have him
condemned. As a traitor, Phocion
was denied a burial in Athens, and
so his body is being taken outside
the city.

God and the Arts
Michael Burgess continues his look at
GOD AND THE ARTS. You can see
the image described by googling ‘The
Funeral of Phocion’

Poussin’s ‘The Funeral of
Phocion.’
In the 17th century the name
Arcadia evoked an earthly paradise
that was celebrated in art and
literature as an idyllic place of
peace and harmony where
humanity and nature were at one.
To live in such beautiful
surroundings was to find heaven on
earth. We often have that feeling
when we are out in the countryside
amid the hills and woods, the
valleys and lakes. The sun shines
benevolently down on the scene,
and we feel nothing can destroy
that happiness and sense of unity
we have with creation around us.

The world of civilization and the
world of nature seem oblivious to
this tragedy of a moral life cut
down by others. In this month of
Eastertide we can think of a similar
scene of nature and civilization.
The garden of Joseph of Arimathea
where a body is brought for burial
– someone, who like Phocion,
stood out for goodness and peace,
but who fell victim to the forces of
hatred and jealousy within the city
walls of Jerusalem.

That is the mood shown to us when
we first look at this month’s
painting, ‘The Funeral of Phocion.’
It is by the Baroque artist, Nicholas
Poussin, who was born in France
but spent most of his working life
in Rome, where he died in 1665. In
the distance are friendly hills, and
then closer at hand we see the trees
and bushes, a winding river, the
shepherd and his sheep, a couple
walking and talking, and the farmer
and his cart. There are also signs of
civilization – it is the city of Athens
with its temple and buildings, a

Poussin painted a second canvas
where the ashes of Phocion are
returned to his grieving widow – a
sad end to a good life with no hint
of hope for a better future. In this
season we rejoice in a different end
(continues on page 17)
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to the story of Jesus. On Good
Friday His body is laid to rest in a
tomb. Two days later the Lord of
Easter walks again in that garden to
tell a grieving Mary Magdalene
that there is hope for her future.
There is the promise of
transformation – a new creation
and a new world where eternal life
is triumphant. In such a world, the

human heart within, the dwelling
places of people and the
countryside around can never be
the same again. The Easter Alleluia
rings out to
embrace
them all.

Continued from page 15

which is more likely to promote
the way of the gospel.
Who we vote for and why arguably
says as much about us as it does
about candidates and parties.
Who will you vote for?
What will you vote for?

at the heart of the gospel, we vote
for what will build and nurture
relationships – personally,
nationally, internationally. On
issues related to religion, not least
the freedom to practise our faith in
the public square, we vote for that
Book Review

a chat, learning to ‘speak Christian’
and feeling the pain of rejection, to
her acceptance for training at
Mirfield (where she acquires a cloak
perfect for Hallowe’en), medieval
fayres and Harry Potter conventions.
And finally, we stand alongside her as
she steps out into her first curacy
with a clear warning not to get
drunk in public or to wear jeans and
jumpers to important meetings!

I Think it’s God Calling: a
vocation diary

By Katy Magdalene Price, BRF, £7.99
As Diocesan Directors of Ordinands
reflect on the news that current
recruitment levels will struggle to
replace the 40 per cent of Church of
England parish clergy due to retire
over the next decade,
encouragement for pursuing a
Christian vocation comes in the true
story of one young woman’s journey
from doubter to Church of England
deacon.

Amusing, yes, but within its addictive
pages there lies the challenge to
discover a more serious practical
faith. ‘It’s not really about me,’ writes
Katy; ‘it’s a story about God, and the
amazing things He does with the
most unlikely people.’

This book follows Katy from her first
surprising encounter with God in the
liturgy of Compline, through the
Anglican interview process of tea and
18

Kindness and cake
by Anna France-Williams
Moist, dense and fruity. That’s how
my husband loves his Caribbean
rum and raisin cake. It’s his
favourite and every Christmas his
Mum used to bake one. Last
Christmas I surreptitiously
attempted to find out if anyone
could bake him one as a surprise
gift. But my search was fruit(!)less
and I decided to give up and try
again next year.
So you can imagine my delight
when Mabel, an elderly lady from
church, arrived on our doorstep
out of the blue on Christmas Eve
with two raisin loafs, a batch of
home-made fish cakes and, glory
be (!) a huge Caribbean rum and
raisin cake. We were delighted by
Mabel’s thoughtfulness. And she
couldn’t have known how much
her baking blessed us.
Acts of kindness can have a
disproportionately positive impact
on people. They can tangibly
demonstrate the love of God and
make people feel valued and
appreciated. Can you think of a
time when someone has shown
you real kindness? Perhaps helped
you with some DIY, sat and
listened to you or sent you an
encouraging card? It may have
seemed like a small thing to them
but could have made you feel very
loved.

Jesus’ command to love your
neighbour in Matthew 22:39 is a
challenge to busy, 21st century
disciples. As a mum of three young
children I often feel unable to do
anything except the basics needed
for family survival – is everyone
fed, clothed, happy and clean? Ah
well, three out of four isn’t bad, I
think to myself.
But loving our neighbour doesn’t
need to be an extra burden or
something we feel guilty about
neglecting. What can we do right
now, where we are, with the
people in our context, to
demonstrate the kindness of God?
Here are a few ideas that I hope
will inspire you. Mums I know
have:
~ Mentored a young person by
inviting them round to have tea
with their family and chatting ‘on
the go’

~ Bought flowers for a friend who
lost a baby and left them on her
doorstep
~ Made food for the teachers at
their children’s school during an
Ofsted inspection
~ Offered to pray for a member of
staff at a Children’s Centre who
was having a hard time
~ Cleaned the oven of a mum
who was struggling with post-natal
depression.
(continues on page 19)
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What one thing can you do this
week as an individual, family or
community to demonstrate
kindness? Don’t underestimate the
difference your small act of love
may have and what it can
communicate about the love of
God. Thanks to Mabel we have full
bellies, full hearts and have been

reminded of how God really does
care about the little things. And the
diet starts tomorrow.
By Anna France-Williams. Her recent
book, with Joy French, is ‘Ordinary
Mum, Extraordinary Mission: how can
a busy mum be part of Gods’ mission
when she can’t even find a
babysitter?’ (IVP, £8.99)

Smile!
We’ve all heard the phrase ‘smile and the world smiles with you’… and it
may well be true. Scientists in Trieste, Italy, have found that when we see
someone smile, or even think about a smile, we tend to want to
reproduce it ourselves.
He did not believe in a personal
God. He described himself as
agnostic rather than atheist and
believed in an ordered reality,
revealed in one of his most famous
quotes, “God does not play dice
with the universe.” This was also
displayed in his unease with
quantum physics and its random
nature, believing that the ultimate
“theory of everything” could not
be attained by studying it.

Remembering Albert Einstein
– and his formula – 60 years on
By Tim Lenton
The most influential physicist of
the 20th century, Albert Einstein
died 60 years ago this month, on
18th April 1955.
He was born in Ulm, Germany, in
1879, but took American
citizenship in 1940. His 1905
theory of special relativity and his
formula E=mc2 radically changed
scientists’ views on space, time
and matter.

He was instrumental in persuading
Churchill to bring Jewish scientists
out of Germany and into British
universities in the mid-1930s. He
was also a pacifist, and regretted
his role in persuading America to
build an atomic bomb. He felt that
the most important question facing
humanity was “Is the universe a
friendly place?”

He considered himself a “reluctant
Zionist”, and although he did
support the state of Israel as a
refuge for Jews, when the
presidency was offered to him in
1952, he turned it down.
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Baslow Health Centre –
Church Lane, Baslow

Patient Participation Group
(PPG) – If you want to be kept up to
date and have the opportunity to
express your views please consider
joining Baslow’s PPG. Contact Keith
Maslen on kmaslen@aol.com Tel:
01246 582274 Virtual members
welcome. Meetings: 12th May (AGM)
14th July, 8th September and 10th
November 2015

www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk

New Patients Welcome
GP Appointments: can be booked
up to 2 weeks in advance via the
Internet and 1 week in advance via
telephone/reception. Nurse
appointments can be booked up to
3 months in advance, via telephone/
reception.

Ordering Repeat Medication
All requests for repeat prescriptions
must be:• In writing or with our on-line
access
• Return form to surgery by
Post/Fax/Box on Dispensary
Reception
• Allow two working days
before collection
! To ease the parking
congestion, please collect your
prescription between 12:00 –
16:00

Telephone Numbers:
Reception: 01246 582216
District Nursing Team: 01246 584903
Surgery Fax: 01246 583867
Health Visitor: 01246 583270
Dispensary:
01246 582366
(The Dispensary line is open 12noon
– 1.00pm and 2.00pm – 3.00pm)
Normal Surgery Opening Times
Monday (07:30 until 19:30) Tuesday to
Friday 08:00 to 18:30 (closed Bank
Holidays)
Please note the above times as we
receive a lot of phone calls, just
asking what time we are open to!

Samples – if you need to leave a
sample with us please ensure it is
labelled with your name and date of
birth and returned in the bag.

Surgery Closure – Our half day
closures for training are Wednesday
afternoons 15th Apr, 13th May,
10th June, 9th Sept, 14th Oct &
11th Nov 2015.

Test Results – As we do not receive
test results from hospital until
lunchtime, please ring for these after
2pm.

For Urgent Calls when
we are closed call
111

Email- Please contact the reception
and give us your email address if you
would like to have the option of being
contactable via email and receive the
Practice and the Patient Participation
Group newsletter.
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March
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☜
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April
Sudoku ☞

Close your eyes
Lost the car keys? Shut your eyes. It is the best way to recall memories. Some
scientists explain that the reason is that vision takes up a lot of the brain’s
processing power. So, next time you need to really concentrate and remember
something – shut your eyes.

Bakewell Old House Museum
BASH present “The Other Boleyn Girl” (2008), Cert 12 to be shown on
Friday 24 April at 7.30pm, at the Medway Centre.
A tale of two sisters competing for the same King. This is the little-known
story of Mary Boleyn who was mistress to King Henry VIII before he married
her older sister, Anne.
Adult £5, Child £3.
Advance bookings can be made through the Museum office (01629 813642)
Refreshments will be on sale i.e popcorn, ice cream, soft drinks & hot drinks
All money raised will be donated to the Bakewell Old House Museum,
towards their Carpet Beetle crisis fund. The eradication of the beetles has
entailed the packing, sealing and freezing over 1,000 items. These are now
being defrosted, unpacked and carefully vacuumed to catch any eggs that
might have survived the process. Meanwhile ‘pest control’ has been in to
defumigate all costume storage areas plus the eaves and chimneys.
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Services & Rotas for April 2015
St. Anne’s, Beeley!
Flowers
Cleaning!
2! 7pm !
Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday
5! 9.30am! Holy Communion!
Easter Lilies! !
!
!
for Easter Day
12! 9.30am! Holy Communion!
Easter Lilies remain
8th -11th Jane & Fiona L
19! 9.30am! Holy Communion!
Barbara Hawksworth
26! Joint service at St. Peter’s*!
“!
!
“! !
22nd -25th Sarah & Di
*This is the Day I will be Inducted as Vicar of Beeley and Edensor by the Archdeacon.
The churchwardens and congregation of Beeley are invited to join us at St. Peter’s and stay
for the bring & share lunch after St. Peter’s APCM.
St. Peter’s,Edensor
Sidesmen
30th/31st March/1st April 7.30pm Service of Compline
2
2pm Good Friday Meditation
4
7.30pm Holy Saturday Lighting of the Easter Candle and renewal of Baptismal Vows
5 10.45am Holy Communion for Easter Day
J.Bowns/M. Pindar
12 10.45am Holy Communion
Mrs Thomas + one
19 10.45am Sheep Service
Mr & Mrs Gordon
26 10.45am Holy Communion - joint service with Beeley* J. Clarke/M. Jackson
(followed by St. Peter’s APCM and Bring & Share lunch - all welcome)
*This is the Day I will be Inducted as Vicar of Beeley and Edensor by the Archdeacon.
!
5
12
19
26
3 May

Coffee
Mr & Mrs Sherwood

Cleaning
M Pindar & Anne T-D
M Douglas/Diana Maskery Mr & Mrs Nelson
Mr & Mrs Harding + help Mrs Day/Mrs Walters
Mr & Mrs Carter + help Mr & Mrs Jackson
Clive & Joy Thrower
Mr & Mrs Grimshaw
Readings!

5 Acts 10: 34-43
Mark 16: 1-8
12 Acts 4: 32-35
John 20: 19-31

St. Peter’s

Flowers
Easter Lilies
Easter Lilies & Flower Festival
Mrs Penrose
“
“
Wedding flowers

David Jackson
Easter Day

St. Anne’s &
Sunday School
Sophia Hinxman-Allegri
Children in service

John Bowns
Second Sunday of Easter

Claire Cadogan
No Sunday School

19 Acts 3: 12-19 (Beeley)
Luke 24: 36-48 “ “
Third Sunday of Easter
Special Reading (Edensor) Sheep Service

Fiona Swain
No Sunday School

26 Acts 4: 5-12
John 10: 11-18

Sarah Porter
Claire Cadogan

Martin Venning
Fourth Sunday of Easter
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