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Poor old Thomas! There may be very little written about him in the Bible but
what a reputation he has! He is branded a pessimist on the basis of one verse
in the Bible (John 11: 16) in which he expects the disciples to die if they
follow Jesus to Jerusalem. But is that an unrealistic expectation: after all Jesus
did end up being crucified? Thomas is criticised for not being with the other
disciples when the risen Christ appeared. Doubting already, some presume!
But maybe he was the only one brave enough to leave hiding and get
supplies? He is accused of lacking faith because he wouldn’t believe what the
other disciples said but wanted to see evidence for himself. But was that so
unreasonable? After all, no one had ever risen from the dead before.
Yet Thomas’ lack of faith has become so renowned that the phrase “doubting
Thomas” is used, often in a derogatory sense, of anyone who demands
evidence before believing something. The question is this – is Thomas really
such a bad example to follow? Thomas may be criticised for his doubts, yet it
was his doubts which led him to see the risen Christ for himself. The
experience made him a man of great faith. Tradition has it that he took the
Gospel to India and Persia, further than any of the twelve disciples, and he
ended up a martyr.
Thomas shows that faith can grow when doubts are faced and addressed. On
the other hand, it is also true that dwelling upon doubts can damage our
faith. So how should we approach doubt? The Christian writer, C.S. Lewis, in
his book Mere Christianity, says it depends upon what form our uncertainty
takes. As there is rational evidence to back up our faith, intellectual doubts
can be faced by looking into the arguments others have given in favour of the
beliefs we struggle with. However, Lewis also says that our minds are not
“completely ruled by reason” but also by our emotions and imagination. Not
all doubts have a rational basis, but can stem from changes in our mood and
circumstance. He illustrates this by saying that although we know that an
anaesthetic knocks us out, we may start to doubt it just before undergoing an
operation! This is not because our belief has been proven untrue, but simply
because we are frightened. In the same way we may sometimes doubt our
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faith not because it has been challenged by any new rational argument but for
emotional reasons, perhaps because we are going through a testing time. In
those circumstances, Lewis suggests that we don’t dwell on doubt but operate
faith. For Christians, faith is much more than saying “I believe” It is living a life
which shows that Jesus is risen and alive in the world today – for everyone,
doubters and believers alike. Thomas became a man of great faith and
conviction - and because he shared that truth on his travels, brought countless
men and women to follow Jesus. May we be given the same conviction to do
the same.
Every Blessing
Canon Dave

From the Registers
St. Peter’s, Edensor
-Wedding
Rachael Philippa Stubbins & Alexander Kieran Scarratt

29th March

7th April - Thanksgiving Service for the life of
Joan Mary Tickle - aged 93 years
9th April - Funeral Service followed by Cremation
Edward Nicholas Park - aged 62 years
10th April

St. Anne’s !
!
!
!
!
St. Peter’s!
!
!
!
!
!

St. Anne’s, Beeley
- Funeral Service followed by Interment
John Victor Parker ‘Vic’ aged 57 years
Telephone Numbers
Wardens:Rupert Turner! !
01629 732794
!
!
Fiona Swain! !
ex directory
Treasurer:-!
to be confirmed
Wardens:-!
Elizabeth Bradshaw!
01246 582421
!
!
David Jackson! !
01246 583452
Treasurer:-!
Mark Titterton! !
01246 582245
e-mail: mtitterton@btinternet.com
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Dates for your Diary -May
11

Bakewell & Ashford Film Society - ‘The Illusionist’ cert.PG
The Medway Centre, Bakewell
13
BEELEY WI Monthly Meeting. 7.30pm Beeley Village Hall
‘Beeley and Lords of the Manor’ - Ian Else, Historian
Tea & Raffle - Kath
16
*From Gas man to God’s man - a talk in aid of Chatsworth Bowls Club.
21
CHATSWORTH WI Monthly Meeting 7pm Edensor Tea Cottage
Resolutions Meeting
Speaker: Bernie Pedley - Pop-up Books
Competition: A pop-up book
Teas: Mrs Rees
Vote of Thanks: Mrs Machin
19
BEELEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30pm Village Hall
24
Weddings at St. Peter’s 11.30am Jon George Dobinson & Charlotte Mary Liddicot
1.30pm James Christopher Mitchell & Danielle Claire Scrivill
26
St. Peter’s Church stall on Bakewell Market
* See below for details

Early Notice

Saturday

14th June

7pm - ‘Northern Bell Orchestra’ in concert with
Rachel Abbott (vocalist) - Newbold Community School, Highfield Lane, Chesterfield.
Tickets: Children £5 Adults £8 Family Ticket £20 (2 adults, 2 children) 01246 498952
Saturday 21st June - Edensor Village Day & Open Gardens - Entrance £5
Friday 18th July - ‘Midsummer Meander’ in the gardens at Chatsworth
6.30 - 8.30pm. Tickets £12 includes a complimentary drink. For more information &
tickets contact: Christine Robinson on 01246 582938 or 07752 159637.
Friday 17th October - St. Peter’s Church, Edensor - Peter Gould and Derby
Cathedral Choir concert. More details later.
Saturday 6th December Johnny Coppin and his band - ‘ All on a Winter’s Night’ in
concert at the Cavendish Hall, Edensor. 7.30pm. Proceeds to St. Peter’s Church,

Canon Dave Perkins
at
The Cavendish Hall, Edensor

FROM GAS MAN TO GOD’S MAN
Talk in aid of Chatsworth Bowls Club

7.30pm Friday 16th May
Light refreshments, raffle & music

TICKETS £10
Available from Ann Hall (01246 583856)
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St. Peter’s, Edensor

Cleaning & Coffee Rotas
If you enjoy a cup of coffee and time to chat after our

Sunday services then why not put your name down on the coffee rota and help
with serving it? We are now down to five couples so really could do with at
least three more couples to volunteer, so each pair will have a turn every eight
weeks. We are also very short of names on the cleaning rota, two of our longserving cleaners having retired and one couple have had to come off the rota due

to poor health. We are very grateful to everyone who helps to keep the church
looking so clean and welcoming; however, we are now down to six names on the
cleaning rota and ideally we would like to have eight so that, as
with the coffee rota, couples only have to clean every eight
weeks.
If you would like to add your name/names to either list please
have a word with either David Jackson or Liz Bradshaw.

St. Peter’s Church, Edensor
are having a stall on

Bakewell Market
on

Monday 26th May

proceeds to church funds
Unwanted gifts, bric-a-brac, jewellery, books, home made cakes & produce etc.
Donations of any of the items listed above would be very welcome
We will be manning the stall between 8.30am - 4.30pm, so if you are able to
give an hour or two during those times please contact Liz Bradshaw, Christine

Robinson, Margaret Nelson or Mike Pindar and your name will be added to the
rota.
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Notes from Edensor Parochial Church Council Meeting
held on 24th March 2014

There were 8 members of the PCC present and 2 apologies were received.
The meeting opened with prayers and the minutes of the last meetings held
on 7th & 26th January were agreed and signed.
•Paxton's grave and the fenced off area of the churchyard:
the PCC agreed that the cost of mowing this area was too much at
this time and it was decided that we ask Ian Turner, Farms Manager,
and the head shepherd, if they would once again put the sheep in this
area of the churchyard.
•Canon Dave had attended the wedding fair held at Chatsworth in
February. He had found it to be a very interesting day where he was
able to talk to couples about church weddings.
•Over £1,000 had been raised from the 'Travelling People' concert on
22nd March.
•Fundraising events and dates were discussed.
•The PCC agreed in January to install a new audio system in church
and a Faculty has now been applied for.
The meeting closed with prayers.

‘SPICE’ Sunday

St. Peter’s Church
100 Club
March Draw 2014

‘SPICE’ Sunday on 13th April
raised £70.75 for church
funds.
Thank you to everyone who
remembered to bring their
5pence pieces and for all your
continuing support.

1st Prize £30 - no. 19 Molly Marshall
2nd Prize £20 - no. 57 Pat Bosett
Funds to church this month - £50
We still have 6 vacant numbers for
2014 . If you would like to join please
contact Ann Hall.
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From Susie

Thank You
During March we collected
•104 Easter Eggs
•13 Chocolate Bunnies
•12 Chocolate Oranges
• 2 Bars of Chocolate
• 2 Box of chocolates
•41 Bags of Mini Eggs
•15 Cadbury Cream Eggs
for the Derbyshire Domestic Violence & Sexual Abuse Service.
WOW!!
Here is the acknowledgement from Jennifer at DDV & SAS

“I can not believe what I have walked into this morning, I actually felt
like crying. The children are going to be so happy to have Easter eggs
this year. I cannot thank you enough for all this. Michelle, I hear
you’re sending donations, I just wanted you to know how grateful we
are. The children and women have nothing when they arrive and are
not able to return to their old homes, because of the risk, to collect
anything, they have to start from scratch again. All this help is making
such a big difference to everyone. THANK YOU, Jennifer
This month we are collecting………..
Baby Toiletries
Nappies
Wipes
Sudocrem, Shampoo, talc
Bottles
Dummies
Plastic Bowls, Cups, Plates
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Sales this
month
totalled £742
helped by £61
at the Choral Society Concert and
many Real Easter Eggs.

We provided them with the right
plants together with advice and
training in growing and pruning.
Already the farmers report a third
more production at no extra cost.
The Fairtrade premium has provided
fresh, clean water for the villages,
basic tools for the farmers, a bridge
and better transport to cope with the
problems of the rainy season and
much more.

People ask 'What makes Traidcraft
different?' When we started to look
for cocoa suppliers in the Ivory Coast
for our chocolate, there were well
established co-operatives we could
have worked with, providing fairly
traded cocoa with fair wages,
conditions and a premium payment to
spend in the community. But we
wanted to seek out farmers who
could benefit more from the extra
help and support we can give. So we
found two vulnerable and remote cooperatives who would not be the first
choice for mainstream buyers.

That's why we say Traidcraft chocolate
is more than just. We should all be
just in our dealings with each other.
Now we can be more than just as we
connect directly with small scale
farmers, their lives, their families and
their communities, to help them trade
their way out of poverty. That's the
Traidcraft difference.
Peter Bird
(01629 813087 – pabird@gmail.com)

three sizes – 30 saplings, 105
saplings and 420 saplings in
various themes (hedge, copse,
wildlife, wild harvest, year-round
colour, working wood, wild wood
and wetland). You can apply for
more than one pack and theme
with 420 saplings being the
maximum quantity. You can find
out more about them and apply
online at
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
freetrees. Please apply sooner,
rather than later, as the free packs
are extremely popular!

Does our community or
local school need more
trees?
Whether you’re thinking of
planting for commemoration or
remembrance, for shade or shelter,
for food or for wildlife, or for other
reasons the Woodland Trust is
once again offering communities,
youth groups and schools the
chance to apply for packs of free
trees for delivery in November
2014. (Closing date 4 September
2014)
They have over 4000 packs to give
away in autumn and they come in
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1st May: May Day –

and streamers and flowers, a May Pole
to weave, Morris dancing, and the
intricacies of well dressing at Tissington
in Derbyshire.

unbridled merriment

May is the month when the ancient
pagans used to get up to ‘all sorts’!
The Romans held their festival to
honour the mother-goddess Maia,
goddess of nature and growth. (May is
named after her.) The early Celts
celebrated the feast of Beltane, in
honour of the sun god, Beli.

May Day is a medley of natural themes
such as sunrise, the advent of summer,
growth in nature, and - since 1833 Robert Owen’s vision of a millennium
in the future, beginning on May Day,
when there would be no more
poverty, injustice or cruelty, but
harmony and friendship. This is why, in
modern times, May Day has become
Labour Day, which honours the dignity
of workers. And until recently, in
communist countries May Day
processions were in honour of the
achievement of Marxism.

For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the
people went mad in May. After the
hardship of winter, and hunger of early
Spring, May was a time of indulgence
and unbridled merriment. One Philip
Stubbes, writing in 1583, was
scandalised: “for what kissing and
bussing, what smooching and
slabbering one of another, is not
practised?”

There has never been a Christian
content to May Day, but nevertheless
there is the well-known 6am service
on the top of Magdalen Tower at
Oxford where a choir sings in the
dawn of May Day.

Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many
occasions. Then folk would stay out all
night in the dark rain-warm thickets,
and return in the morning for dancing
on the green around the May pole,
archery, vaulting, wrestling, and that
evening, bonfires.

An old May carol includes the lines:
The life of man is but a span,
it flourishes like a flower
We are here today, and gone tomorrow
- we are dead within an hour.

The Protestant reformers took a
strong stand against May Day - and in
1644 May Day was abolished
altogether. Many May poles came
down - only to go up again at the
Restoration, when the first May Day of
King Charles’s reign was “the happiest
Mayday that hath been many a year in
England”, according to Pepys.

There is something of a sadness about
it, both in words and tune, as there is
about all purely sensuous joy. For May
Day is not Easter, and the joys it
represents have always been earthbound and fleeting.

May Day to most people today brings
vague folk memories of a young Queen
of the May decorated with garlands
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The very best toys to give your
children
Children have a bewildering amount
of toys available to them today, but it
seems that getting back to basics is
probably the best. Those who play
with basic toys such as crates and
buckets are more physically active
and creative than those with
expensive playground apparatus.
In a recent study, children aged 5 to
12 were given simple toys such as
buckets, pipes, exercise mats, hay
bales and foam swimming pool toys.
Their activity was far greater than that
of children from a nearby school with
an expensive playground. The study,
published in the journal BMC Public
Health, found sedentary behaviour

fell from 61.5 percent to 30.5 per
cent.
Children playing with everyday
household objects took 13 more steps
per minute and played more
intensively and vigorously than those
in the playground. In fact, experts
believe that such playgrounds may
stifle energetic and imaginative
children, and that cheap toys could
be a good way of preventing
childhood weight problems.
As one doctor at the University of
Melbourne put it: “Conventional
playgrounds are designed by adults,
they don’t actually take into
consideration how the children want
to play.”

moderate exercise is beneficial, and
that it is better than sitting at home
doing a crossword or other puzzle,
which has been previously thought
to be key to stopping mental
decline.

Don’t lose your mental
faculties
Want to slow down – or even
reverse – your mental decline as
you get older? Then at least go
for a brisk walk several times a
week. It has been found to be
even more beneficial than doing the
crossword, according to a recent
study.

The study, carried out at the
University of Pittsburgh, found that
“the brain and cognitive function of
older individuals remain highly
plastic. It’s not this inevitable
decline that we thought it was.” It
may be that
exercise increases
blood supply to the
brain.

Scientists believe that although the
brain shrinks as we age, it can
grow back into the space in the
skull, and that exercise can be key
to ‘regrowing’ your brain. They
were amazed to find that even
10

Most people have heard of rural deans,
archdeacons and bishops.... but how
many people have a clear idea of what
these clergy actually DO? In the third
of a three part series, Steve Jenkins
explains...

Bishops license new clergy and other
office-holders, confirm new Church
members, preach at special services
and take part in major festivals. They
spend time with the people of the
parish when they can, sometimes
visiting church schools and other
organisations.

So, what is a Bishop, you ask?
Bishops come in all shapes and sizes,
with different roles and different
areas of responsibility. But they all
have in common the authority for
leading the faithful and the
responsibility for caring for their
spiritual needs. This is known as the
‘cure of souls’ and bishops share it
with their clergy.

Diocesan bishops have oversight of
all the clergy in their area, other
licensed ministers, and lay workers.
They hold ultimate control over the
diocesan budget and its portfolio of
assets. This is shared with the
bishops and others in regular senior
staff meetings.
Bishops may be chairman, patron,
governor or committee member of
many regional organisations. Many
are instrumental in formal, informal
and confidential conversations
between religious bodies, ethnic
groups, the police and social
services, commercial and
development agencies and local
government and regional forums. As
community leaders, bishops are
increasingly involved in debates about
regional assemblies in parts of the
country.

So, when a parish gets a new priest,
they don’t have sole responsibility for
all the souls in the parish. They share
the ‘cure’ with the bishop: and hence
the title curate, which, nowadays, is
more often used to describe a
younger or new priest who is sharing
the ‘cure’ with a vicar or rector, or
learning it from them.
Every diocese has a diocesan bishop
to lead it administratively and
pastorally. He (they are all men
currently) is helped by other bishops
who may be suffragan, area or
assistant bishops. Suffragan and
assistant bishops take on certain
duties or roles on behalf of the
bishop as agreed. Area bishops differ
in that the diocesan bishop has given
them a piece of the diocese where
they carry out all the responsibilities.

Twenty-six diocesan bishops sit in the
House of Lords: the two Archbishops
and the bishops of London, Durham
and Winchester by right of their
office, plus the 21 longest-serving
diocesan bishops. At least one is
present every day and others attend
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according to the subjects under
debate. The two Archbishops and the
Bishop of London are Privy
Councillors.

meetings and affairs of the Anglican
Communion and other Church
bodies. Most have personal or
diocesan links overseas, including
commitments on behalf of the
Archbishops, or as leaders of mission
societies.

All diocesan bishops and nine elected
suffragan bishops are members of the
House of Bishops, which meets three
times a year. As a House, they also
attend the two or three sessions of
the General Synod each year.

The archbishops have the biggest
roles and responsibilities.
Theologically, bishops follow on from
Jesus, the servant king, and are the
servants of all in their dioceses. That
makes the Archbishop of
Canterbury, who is ‘first among
equals’ among all the Anglican
bishops, the greatest servant of all.

Many bishops chair or serve on
national and international Church
boards and councils, as well as large
charities, special commissions or
public enquiries. They, with others,
represent the Church of England in

Hilda of Whitby –
a spirituality for now

Born into a pagan Anglo-Saxon
family in Deira (North Yorkshire) in
614, Hilda’s early life witnessed
much of the brutality and darkness
of the period. Her first encounter
with Christianity happened after her
uncle won power, when his vision of
Christ led to the family’s baptism.

By Ray Simpson, BRF, £7.99 - Review

This year marks the 1400th birthday
of a remarkable woman: Hilda of
Whitby. This book tells her story, her
place in the story of Celtic
spirituality and her role in bringing
together what became the English
Church, offering pointers for
modern-day spiritual enlightenment.

Through the Celtic church leader
Aidan, Hilda discovered the
Christianity of the Celts, with its
emphasis on soul friendships and a
faith that was active in the
community rather than centered on
ornate church buildings. It was
Aidan who set her on the path of her
life’s work, pioneering monasteries
and establishing learning centers for
men and women. No fewer than five
of Hilda’s students would go on to
become bishops.

Hilda personified wisdom and a
mother’s love to the embryonic
English church of the seventh
century—a woman who gains
significant mention in the maledominated records of the Venerable
Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the
English People.

12

problem, really. Saying thank you and
actually meaning it are two very
different things - a difference we can
all detect. True gratitude shows itself
in the eye, in the voice, in the body
language. It does cost something,
because true gratitude actually alters
our relationship with the one we
thank.

The Way I See It :
An attitude of gratitude

David Winter considers an everyday
grace…
I remember as a young student of
English listening with fascination to
the process by which the bus
conductor sold tickets to the
passengers. (I should explain, for
readers of a younger generation, that
once upon a time buses often had a
staff of two, a driver who actually
steered the vehicle, and a conductor
who sold the tickets.)

I grew up in an era when many
families habitually said ‘grace’ before
meals. The same criteria apply. The
two longest graces I ever heard were
one in Latin at an Oxford college,
gabbled so fast that even Vergil would
have had a job understanding it, and
another at a Christian guest house
where a long and rambling grace
preceded a meal which was no
longer hot. The shortest, incidentally,
was ‘Ta, Pa’, a sort of ungracious
grace. A genuine grace comes from a
grateful heart, which recognises that
all we have, including the food on the
plate before us, is a gift.

What intrigued me was the
ubiquitous usage of the phrase ‘thank
you’. It was ‘thank you’ to let you
know that you had to buy a ticket,
then ‘thank you’ again as you handed
over the fare, and finally a third ‘thank
you’ from the passenger on receipt of
the ticket and the change. At three
‘thank you’s’ to each transaction, and
with perhaps thirty people on the
bus, that made no less than ninety
‘thank you’s’ every half hour or so,
adding up to nearly six hundred of
them in the course of the
conductor’s working day. Perhaps as
his or her head hit the pillow at night
there might be one final ‘thank you’
to mark the close of day.

An attitude of gratitude, rather than
an assumption of entitlement, is a
true conversion of heart. It
transforms mere politeness into a
genuine blessing. It’s so much more
than saying words. It’s actually
meaning them.

‘Say thank-you to grandma’, children
are told - and learning to say it is part
of becoming a nice polite person. ‘It
costs nothing to say thank you’, I
remember being told. And that’s the
13

Steve Jenkins, a former agricultural
journalist and Church of England press
officer considers what 20 years of the
Channel Tunnel have meant for Britain.

other. We know we separated for
good reasons and expect they still
exist. I guess that's human nature.

Channel Tunnel – 20 years old
this month

In fact, ecumenism has changed over
the years. It's no longer about the
search for unattainable total unity. It's
about all those things we agree on as
Churches. It's about reading the same
Gospel, trusting in the same Jesus
Christ, sharing the same baptism. And
it’s about working together.

Many of us were scared of the
Channel Tunnel when it opened
twenty years ago this month. How
could it be safe? The water pressure
on the tunnel had to be enormous.
Wouldn't it be an obvious target for
somebody?
It seems we were wrong. There have
been a few emergencies, but no
floods. Nobody's had a go at it - as
far as we know.
Instead, it's given us a quick and
comfortable route to our neighbours
in the rest of Europe and beyond.
It's easy, now, to experience life in
France, Belgium, Germany, wherever,
knowing we can get back to what we
know with ease.
Lots of people find the idea of
ecumenism just as scary. The idea of
unity scares many Christians when
ecumenism is mentioned. We don't
want our Church swallowed up by
another that we've always seen as the

Like the Channel Tunnel, it works and
it brings people together. The Church
of England, for example, works with
the Lutherans in Scandinavia and the
Baltic, as well as with German
Churches. Since 1990, all the
mainstream denominations have
joined in Churches Together in
Britain and Ireland. In many places,
the Anglicans and Methodists run a
Fresh Expression of church for local
kids and are joined by Roman
Catholics and Baptists doing RE in
schools and running holiday clubs.
As we live out Jesus' command,
working together can be our Channel
Tunnel to knowing our fellow
Christians better.

On the subject of memorable dates, here are a couple more from
somewhat further back - 60 years ago.
On 6th May 1954 British athlete Roger Bannister became the first person to
run a mile in under four minutes. (3 minutes, 59.4 seconds, Oxford.)
On 29th May 1954 British athlete Diane Leather became the first woman to
run a mile in under five minutes (four minutes, 59.6 seconds, Birmingham).
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the abbey in the course of a busy
social life to enjoy a few quiet
words with God. But her prayers
are wholly self-centred for the
petitions trip lightly off her tongue.
She ends by telling God that it has
been a treat to hear his word, but
she has never stopped speaking to
hear that word, so concerned has
she been with her own life and
safety.

God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess surveys works
of sacred art that can be found in the
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.....
you can see the image by googling the
title of the painting and the artist.

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:
the Prayer bead
This month’s artwork from the
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam is an
unusual, intricate carving no bigger
than a ping pong ball. It is a prayer
bead made out of boxwood and
hinged to open and reveal two
scenes of the road to Calvary and
the Crucifixion.

When our Lord taught his disciples
to pray, he was not encouraging
them to behave in such a frivolous
and light-hearted manner. The
work, the skill, the artistry that
went into the making of this 16th
century prayer bead says that
prayer itself is that kind of
sacrificial offering. It is our offering
of time and attention to God, and it
is the offering of this world and
ourselves to God. Holding the
prayer bead in the hand is a
reminder of that beautiful image in
Mother Julian’s ‘Revelations of
Divine Love.’ In chapter 5 she
describes how God ‘showed me a
little thing, the size of a hazel-nut,
on the palm of my hand, round like
a ball. I looked at it thoughtfully
and wondered, ‘What is this?’ And
the answer came, ‘It is all that is
made….It exists, both now and for
ever, because God loves it.’

Readers can Google Prayerbead/
Rijksmuseum and then click on
Images to see the inner glories of
this prayer bead. It is a 16th century
miracle of Dutch carving which
would have needed very fine tools
and a magnifying glass to carry out
the detailed work. The prayer bead
would have been worn on a belt or
cincture and used as an aid to
prayer: something to focus on as
we might use a rosary, or icons, or
candles. The person praying would
simply have held the bead or
opened it to contemplate the
scenes within.
The New Testament invites us to
prayer without ceasing, and that
demands focus and attention. John
Betjeman has a wonderful poem
‘In Westminster Abbey’ which tells
of an elegant lady who pops into
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In prayer we hold the world in our
hands like the bead, aware of its
needs and our own needs. Our
prayer is that God who made this

world and loves it, will hold and
cradle it in his gentle, sustaining
hands - as we pray that he will
hold our lives and all whom we
love in that enfolding care. In our
prayer we open ourselves to God’s
presence to say: Here, Father, are

our concerns: keep them in your
love. Here, Father, are our needs:
unite them with your will. Here,
Father, are our lives: use them in
your service.

The story behind

years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake
Geneva. Budry wrote the hymn in
French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console
himself after the death of his first wife,
and a year later (1885) it was
published in Chants Evangeliques.
Soon it found its way into English –
translated by a Baptist minister from
Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.
By 1904 it had made the YMCA Hymn
Book, and was being translated into
other languages.

‘Thine be the
glory, risen,
conquering Son’
Here is a hymn that is so well known
and loved that it has simply burst the
bounds of Easter, and gets sung
regularly at other times of the year. It
has two stories behind it.
First, the music. The rousing music did
not start out as a hymn, but was
written by Handel for his opera ‘Judas
Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746.
Originally the words ran ‘See the
conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s
opera tells the story (found in the
Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews,
Judas Maccabeus, who led an army
against the Syrians and restored
worship at the Temple. With its
triumphant refrain after each verse, the
music is easy to learn and sing, and can
be (and has been!) played to great
effect either by the trumpets, on an
organ in a large resonant church, or
even on guitars (!).
Secondly, the words. They were not
written until 1884 – 138 years after
the music. We owe them to the Rev
Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor from
Lausanne. Ordained in the Free
Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35
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It is not clear who first had the happy
idea of teaming words and music, but
when they did, the hymn really took
off. The theme of ‘battle’ is never far
from this hymn, whether it was the
battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the battle
over sin which was won by Christ on
the cross and in rising from the tomb.
Easter, of course, marked the biggest
victory over the biggest enemies of all
time: sin and death.
What would Handel make of it, if he
could know that his battle music had
become one of the world’s most
popular and well-known Easter hymns?
He was a devout man, working for the
poor, praying twice each day, and
attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So it
seems pretty certain that he would be
delighted.

Indeed, my father, tending wounded
and even dying men as an army
medic, would routinely light a
cigarette and place it between their
lips.

THE WAR TO
END ALL
WARS: Part: 5
WW1:
Woodbine Willie
by David Winter

‘Woodbine Willie’ carried a
permanent supply of Woodbines in
his pockets along with his Bible hence the nickname. He gave men a
‘fag’, and at the same time, in the
most natural way, offered them
encouragement, sympathy and prayer.
He insisted on sharing all their
experiences, including going into No
Man’s Land to minister to the injured
and dying - allies or enemies.

The Rev George Anketell Studdert
Kennedy was the son of a parson
who followed in his father’s calling
and in 1914 became vicar of St Paul’s,
Worcester. Within a few weeks the
Great War began and George, like
many other young clergy, immediately
volunteered as an army chaplain and
soon found himself on the western
front, right in the middle of the ‘war
to end all wars’. By the time the war
was over he had achieved an odd new
name, a Military Cross for
’exceptional bravery’ and an
honoured place in its annals. The
young chaplain had become
‘Woodbine Willie’ - a nickname given
him by the soldiers in the trenches,
but which stuck with him for the rest
of his life.

The chaplains serving on the battlefield won the universal respect of the
troops. They insisted on sharing the
life of the trenches and getting to
know the soldiers personally. This led
many chaplains, including Studdert
Kennedy, radically to alter their
approach and even their theology.
They quickly realised how remote the
average soldier was from formal
church services and the language of
the Bible and the Prayer Book. They
came back after the War determined
to change things in church, but it
wasn‘t easy.

People under fifty probably won’t
have any idea what a ‘Woodbine’
was, but for my generation it was the
cheapest way into the forbidden joys
of smoking. ‘Woodbines’ - small
cigarettes - were available in packets
of five (rather than ten or twenty)
and so even pocket money could buy
them. During the Great War they
were the standard popular ‘fag’ in an
era when almost all men smoked.

Studdert Kennedy moved from being
a typical Edwardian parson, who
thought that the main object of a war
was to win it - he once joined the
troops for bayonet practice - to being
a convinced pacifist who thought the
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best thing to do with wars was to
end them.

language. The Unutterable Beauty was
the title of his Collected Poems,
many of them based on his
experience of the western front. He
did indeed find a mysterious beauty
in the grim humour, honest fear and
raw courage of the men with whom
he had so often shared a fag and a
prayer.

After the war he became a vicar in
the City of London, a published poet
and in the early days of radio a
popular broadcaster. When he died
in 1929 it was reported that crowds
lined the pavements as his funeral
procession made its way through the
streets. Food for the Fed-up was the
title of a book he wrote principally
for the soldiers in the trenches. It
was the Creed explained in their

When you plan your garden this No garden should be without turnips:
Turnip for service when needed
Spring
Plant three rows of peas:
Peace of mind
Peace of heart
Peace of soul.
Plant four rows of squash:
Squash gossip
Squash indifference
Squash grumbling
Squash selfishness.
Plant four rows of lettuce:
Lettuce be faithful
Lettuce be kind
Lettuce be happy
Lettuce really love one another.

Turnip to help one another
Turnip the music and dance.

Water freely with patience and
Cultivate with love.
There is much fruit in your garden.
Because you reap what you sow.
To conclude our garden
We must have thyme:
Thyme for fun
Thyme for rest
Thyme for ourselves.
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encourage long-term
improvements with permanent
landscaping and strategies to tackle
litter, waste and vandalism.

Britain In Bloom! 50th anniversary
This Spring brings the 50th
anniversary of RHS Britain In
Bloom - one of Europe’s largest
horticultural campaigns.
Nowadays more than 1,600 cities,
towns and villages across the UK
participate each year to show off
their achievements in
environmental responsibility,
community participation and, of
course, horticultural achievement.
And we owe it to General de
Gaulle, of all people.

Britain In Bloom began with Ron
Hay, a horticultural journalist who
was impressed by the abundance
of flowers while on holiday in
France one summer. What Ron
Hay was seeing was just part of the
Fleurissement de France, a
campaign instituted by General de
Gaulle.

More on him in a moment. First, a
closer look at Britain In Bloom.
You’ll be bound to have run across
it: every summer the competition
inspires communities across the
UK to enhance their environment
with wonderful floral displays,
hanging baskets, tubs, window
boxes, and roundabout displays.
Britain In Bloom is not ALL about
flowers, though - it also aims to
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Hay came home and was inspired
to create a similar campaign, with
the help of the British Tourist
Authority. Together they laid the
foundations for the contest. In
1983 they handed it on to the Tidy
Britain group, who in turn
developed it before handing it on
to the RHS in 2003. The RHS has
stressed horticulture, community
involvement, environmental
friendliness and sustainability. As
the General might have said: Vive
la difference!

Tim Lenton considers two poets who left
their mark on British culture

The same could hardly be said of John
Clare, the Northamptonshire peasant
poet, who died 150 years ago. While his
poetry was popular at first, it lost
support and had to be rediscovered;
meanwhile he suffered greatly from
both poverty and what we would today
call mental health issues.

Remembering the poets John
Betjeman and John Clare
The death of two of our most loved
poets is remembered this month. John
Betjeman died 30 years ago: he was the
poet laureate who everyone knew,
because his verses are accessible and
memorable. Who can forget those
“friendly bombs” that he invited to fall
on Slough? Or the enigmatic but lovely
tennis player, Miss Joan Hunter Dunn?

Like Betjeman, he looked backward
rather than forward, bemoaning the
disappearance of ancient countryside
practices – “the green life of change” –
with the destructive advent of the
industrial revolution and, perhaps more
importantly, land enclosures. This too
strikes a chord today.

Betjeman was a practising Anglican
who, unlike many, was honest about his
doubts. One of his best known poems,
Christmas, combines undeniable
wonder with the repeated “And is it
true?”

His interpretations of the natural
world are full of inspiration, vision and
a deep if sometimes unconventional
belief in the supernatural. He loved
traditional forms of worship, but it was
the beauty of God’s creation that
inspired him, as in these compelling
lines from Autumn:

A traditionalist at heart, he really wants
it all to be true – and this is something
many of his fellow-countrymen
respond to. All right, he failed Divinity
(twice) at Oxford and he couldn’t
stand C S Lewis, but he had a masterly
sense of irresistible rhythm, and he
remains a likeable, easy fellow.

“Burning hot is the ground, liquid gold is
the air;
Whoever looks round sees Eternity there.''

Is your dawicki on your floordrobe? Oh well, YOLO!
Slang is alive and well – and spreading in Britain across all the social groups.

Linguistic researchers have found hundreds of new words creeping into the language,

from ‘dawicki’ for remote control to ‘gruds’ for underpants, ‘grooglums’ for the bits of
food left in the sink after washing the dishes, and ‘floordrobe’ for the place where

clothes are stored in a teenager’s bedroom. Bill Lucas, professor of learning at the

University of Winchester, said that a lot of the words “are inspired by the sound or the
look of a thing, or are driven by an emotional response to it.” And don’t forget the

new abbreviations: YOLO – you only live once; and TBDL: too boring, didn’t listen.
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Patient Participation Group
(PPG) – If you want to be kept
up to date and have the
opportunity to express your
views please consider joining
Baslow’s PPG. Contact Keith
Maslen on kmaslen@aol.com
01246 582274 Virtual members
welcome.

Baslow Health Centre –
Church Lane, Baslow
www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk

New Patients Welcome
Telephone Numbers:
Reception: 01246 582216
District Nursing Team: 01246
584903
Surgery Fax: 01246 583867
Health Visitor: 01246 583270
Dispensary: 01246 582366
(The Dispensary line is open
12noon – 1.00pm and 2.00pm –
3.00pm)

Ordering Repeat Medication
All requests for repeat
prescriptions must be:In writing or with our online access
• Return form to surgery by
Post/Fax/Box on
Dispensary Reception
• Allow two working
days before collection
! To ease the parking
congestion, please collect your
prescription between 12:00 –
16:00
•

Normal Surgery Opening
Times Monday (07:30 until
19:30) Tuesday to Friday 08:00 to
18:30 (closed Bank Holidays)
Please note the above times as
we receive a lot of phone calls,
just asking what time we are
open to!

Samples – if you need to leave a
sample with us please ensure it is
labelled with your name and date
of birth and returned in the bag.

Surgery Closure – Our next
half day closure for training is
Wednesday afternoon 21st May &
18th June.

Test Results – As we do not
receive test results from hospital
until lunchtime, please ring for
these after 2pm.

Email- Please contact the
reception and give us your email
address if you would like to have
the option of being contactable
via email and receive the Practice
and the Patient Participation
Group newsletter.

For Urgent Calls: 01246 582216 or 111
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Services & Rotas for May 2014
St. Anne’s, Beeley!
4 9.30am Holy Communion
11 9.30am Holy Communion
18 9.30am Holy Communion
25 9.30am Holy Communion
1June9.30am
Holy Communion

Flowers
Mrs Mather
“
“
Mrs M Fearn
“
“
Mrs Hopkins

Cleaning
Sarah & Di (30th-3rd)
Claire & Lynda (14th-17th)
Judith & Jane (28th-31st)

St. Peter’s,Edensor
Sidesmen
4 10.45am Holy Communion
Mrs Thomas/S Liddicot
11 10.45am Holy Communion
Mr & Mrs Gordon
18 10.45am Matins
Mr & Mrs Machin
25 10.45am Holy Communion
Mr & Mrs Wardle
29
9.30am Holy Communion for Ascension Day
1June 10.45am Holy Communion
R S Sherwood/Diana Walters
!
4
11
18
25
1 June

Coffee
Clive & Joy Thrower
Mr & Mrs Bosett
Mr & Mrs Sherwood
M Douglas/Diana Maskery
Mr & Mrs Carter
Readings!

Cleaning
Mr & Mrs Jackson
Mr & Mrs Grimshaw
Mr & Mrs Wardle
Mr & Mrs Carter
Mr & Mrs Nelson

Flowers
Liz Bradshaw
“
“
to be arranged
Wedding flowers
Wedding flowers remain

!
!
4 Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Luke 24: 13-35

St. Peter’s
!
Molly Marshall
Third Sunday of Easter

St. Anne’s &
Sunday School
Sophia Hinxman-Allegri
Children in Service

11 Acts 2: 42-end
John 10: 1-10

Christine Robinson
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Fiona Swain
S.S Claire Cadogan

18 Acts 7: 55-end
John 14: 1-14

Mavis Cunningham
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sarah Porter
S.S Fiona Swain

25 Acts 17: 22-31
John 14: 15-21

Duke of Devonshire
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Claire Cadogan
No Sunday School

We need more help with the cleaning & coffee at St. Peter’s; see page 4!
Items for the JUNE magazine should reach me NO LATER THAN MONDAY
14 MAY. Mail to: liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk
‘The Bridge’ Parish Magazine 60p per copy (£7.20 per year.)
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