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Revd Canon D. Perkins,
The Vicarage, Edensor, Bakewell,
Derbyshire DE45 1PH
(Church website - www.stpetersedensor.org)

September 2013
A month in the life of a vicar on the move
After all the fine weather we enjoyed during the early summer months,
the day we moved into the vicarage on 23rd July the heavens opened!
Much needed rain for farmers and gardeners no doubt. However, not
what we had hoped for on moving day but the removal men were so
good and made the transition a successful operation. We were then
surrounded by boxes and rose to the challenge of emptying them and
finding places for the contents. Fortunately we are nearly there. I am
now a qualified recycler. You may ask the question, what does the vicar
mean. I thought going to the tip at Darley Dale would be as simple as
unloading the car and dumping everything into a skip. Wrong! As I
began to do just that, a voice bellowed "you can't put that in there
mate." I soon realised that rubbish had to be sorted. One skip for
cardboard, one for paper another for bottles - the list goes on. I have
now been to the tip so many times I am on first name terms with all the
staff.
The next frustration has been contacting the outside world. My mobile
phone didn't work, no land line, we had no internet and no television.
After travelling a few miles to get a mobile phone reception
and making enquiries to the various organisations, the people on the
other end of the phone speak to you in a technical language (so alien to
me) and assume you understand all the technical terms that surround
modern technology. I was so ignorant about dongles, HD leads,
browsers and other jargon, that my blood pressure and stress levels
reached breaking point. However, gradually we are getting connected. I
am still no wiser about dongles but I do know it has something to do
with wireless connections.
Thank goodness that when we find time to say our prayers God can be
contacted so easily and with so much assurance that he hears our
requests. He doesn't need to know how much we understand about the
internet, mobile phones and I Pads. Resting in his peace and stillness
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and just knowing his presence has been life saving.
At this moment in time I am still travelling to Derby and working for
the Cathedral organising services and choosing the music, but on the 8th
September my work at the Cathedral will be completed and on 9th
September look forward to being Licensed as vicar of Edensor and Beeley.
In the short time we have lived in Edensor we have been overwhelmed
with help and kindness shown by so many people. Enjoying meeting
people in the villages I hope to build up good relationships and links in
the days ahead.
With every good wish,
Canon Dave

Licensing Service
The Revd Canon David Perkins will be licensed as Priest-in-Charge of
Beeley and Edensor, Diocese of Derby, on Monday 9th September at 7.30
pm at St. Peter’s Edensor by the Bishop of Derby assisted by the
Archdeacon of Chesterfield.
We are looking forward to welcoming Dave Perkins as our vicar and all
parishioners are very welcome to attend this service. We hope to see as
many of you as possible on this special occasion.
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* From a pew-sheet: Ladies, don't

St. Peter’s Church 100 Club
July Draw 2013

forget the jumble sale. Now’s your
chance to get rid of all those
things not worth keeping
around the house. Don't
forget your husbands.

1st Prize £30 - no. 56 Michael Gowdey
2nd Prize £20 - no. 21 Zoe Penrose
Funds to church this month - £50
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Dates for your Diary -September
7
9
10

15
16
16
18

21

Wedding - St. Peter’s 11am
Michael Oldknow & Adrienne Victoria Williams
7.30pm Licensing of Revd Canon Dave Perkins - St. Peter’s
BEELEY WI Monthly Meeting - Meal to celebrate Autumn
Sausage & Mash dinner at The Devonshire Arms, Beeley
Raffle: Terri
St. Peter’s, Edensor - Visiting bellringers 2.30 - 3.15pm
Beeley Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm Village Hall
‘Raise the Roof’ Country Fair - Bakewell Town Hall
10.30 - 2pm. Coffee & Light lunches
All proceeds to the Bakewell Parish Church Roof Appeal
CHATSWORTH WI Monthly Meeting
7pm Tea Cottage, Edensor
Speaker: Judy Colby - A Wardrobe Mistress’ Tale
Competition: Vintage Fashion Accessory
Tea & Parcel: Mrs Machin & Mrs Brewer
Vote of Thanks: Mrs Read
The Bishop of Derby’s Harvest Appeal 2013 - creating a future for the
children of Peru - a presentation by Nick Roberts in Tideswell Institute
(behind the parish church, on Commercial Road, SK17 8NU) 7.30-8.45pm.
There will be an opportunity to make a donation on the evening.
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10.45 St. Peter’s Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Everyone welcome.

From the Registers
St Peter’s, Edensor

Interment of Ashes ~ 19 July Brian Clarke aged 81 years
Funeral Service followed by burial
1 August ~ Kenneth Tetsill aged 74 years
Funeral Service followed by cremation
21 August ~ Jack Thompson aged 75 years
St. Anne’s, Beeley
Baptism 28 July ~ Alex Anthony Torr
& Ella Kay Torr
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Derbyshire Delights
“Good evening everyone, and a warm welcome
to St. Peter’s Church and our Derbyshire Delights
flower festival”. These, and similar words, have
been used to welcome those who came to the
evening events at our flower festival. What a
fantastic nine days (and evenings) we’ve had.
The flower arrangements were wonderful and it
would be hard to choose one in particular, however, the arrangement in
the east window over the altar picked up the colours of the marble so
well Jonathan had obviously planned it very carefully. They were all
simply stunning. The evening programmes ranged from Jonathan
Moseley’s flower demonstration on the first evening, through a Safari
around Britain, slides of plants and water colour paintings of them,
Bakewell Silver Band, Chapel-en-le-Frith Male Voice Choir, A Cavalcade
of Fashion, Christine Robinson and her personal view as Head
Housekeeper at Chatsworth, Sheila Dibnah speaking about her life with
Fred and the finale of a free concert by Jig Saw Sound Choral Group,
from Shrewsbury. The amount raised from this fundraising event will be
in excess of £6,000, so well done everyone.
We would like to thank all those who helped, especially members of the
congregation at St. Peter’s and residents of Edensor and the Estate, who
have supported us so well, both with practical help and by coming
along to view the flowers and in the evenings.
A very big thank you to those who turned up on Monday morning to
assist with the ‘take away’ and clean up afterwards, having so many
helpers meant that we were finished by 1pm.
The last nine days have been amazing; listening to the visitors as they
viewed the arrangements, serving them refreshments through the day
and in the evening, folding what seemed like a never ending supply of
raffle tickets, selling more refreshments and gently persuading them they
really had got room for a Bakewell pudding - or two!
One or two of our visitors have asked if this is a yearly event - may be
not yearly but it would be fun to do it again, wouldn’t it???
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St. Peter’s, Edensor
Harvest Festival
Sunday 29th September - 10.45am
Everyone Welcome
Our Harvest Festival Service this year will be
slightly different from the last few years. We would still appreciate
donations of flowers and fruit for decorating the church but instead of
having an auction of fresh produce, meat and fish etc. at the end of
the service, we have decided to ask people to bring along nonperishable foods i.e. tins or packets, and this will be sent to the Padley
Day Centre in Derby, which helps the homeless.
We do hope you will join us for this special service.
Sing out! It’s good for you
Join a choir, if you possibly can, this
autumn. Singing is good for you: it
regulates your heartbeat, steadies
your breathing, and helps regulate
activity in the brain’s vagus nerve,
which is linked to emotions and

communication with others.
Research at the University of
Gothenburg has found that singing
can improve health by forcing
participants to adopt a calm and
regular breathing pattern, which
helps the heart.

To Friends at St. Peter’s
A belated, but nevertheless very sincere, thanks for your signatures and messages on
my 80th birthday card.
The card is beautiful and will sit on my mantlepiece for a very long time, with happy
memories.
I came to St. Peter’s almost by accident. I had visited areas of Chesterfield hoping to
find a church using the King James’ Bible but without success and then I offered to
drive a friend to Edensor who had hurt her back.
The minute I stepped through the door I felt “at home” and have done so ever since
- 22 years.
Thank you again for your friendship and God Bless.
Margaret Thomas
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When atheism is the default
stance of the media...
Atheism is a ‘delusion’, a ‘fairy tale
for those afraid of the light’. That
was the message from Prof John
Lennox from Oxford University,
who urges Christians to have ‘the
courage to create public space’ for
the discussion of ‘a biblical
worldview’ in society – citing the
example of Tyndale’s translation of
the Bible into English 400 years
ago.
Dr Lennox was addressing over
600 people at the recent Bible
Society-sponsored National Prayer
Breakfast, held at the Houses of
Parliament. As Professor of
Mathematics at Oxford University,
Dr Lennox has frequently spoken
out against modern-day atheism,
calling Richard Dawkins ‘wrong’.
Dr Lennox said that the new
atheism is responsible for “the
moral drift” in today’s society. And
he added that science and religion
are not opposed. “There is no
necessary conflict between science
and God, the real conflict is
between world views, atheism and
theism,” he said. “God is not the
same kind of explanation as
science is,” he added. “God is the

explanation of why there is a
universe at all in which science
can be done.”
He warned that, “The playing field
is not level since atheism has
become so dominant … and is
often regarded as the default
position in the media.” The risk of
this is, he said, that society would
forget “the contribution of
Christianity to the moral
foundations of our society”. And he
hinted this was already to be seen
in both the parliamentary expenses
scandal, as well as the Leveson
enquiry.
“If we teach people that morality is
an illusion, they will begin to
believe it,” said Prof Lennox.
“Many already have, with the result
that our institutions are awash with
scandal, families are increasingly
fractured, people are lonelier than
ever and trust is at an all-time low.
We have sown a wind and are
reaping a whirlwind.”
Earlier, in a statement, the Prime
Minister David Cameron said, “It is
encouraging that Christianity still
plays such a vital role in our
national life. We are a country with
a Christian heritage and we should
not be afraid to say so.”

Hearing is not believing
A wise schoolteacher sent this note to all parents on the first day of school: ‘If you
promise not to believe everything your child says happens at school, I’ll promise not
to believe everything he or she says happens at home.’
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Sixty Years on – how the C of E
has changed during the Queen’s
reign
For the past 60 years the Queen has
been ‘head’ of the Church of
England. What changes have there
been in our churches since June
1953? A lot has happened in the
past 60 years.
For one thing, the population of the
United Kingdom has grown, while
church membership has shrunk. In
1953, church members were a fifth
of the population (19%), but by
1973 had dropped to 15%, and by
1993 to 11%, and to an estimated
8% in 2013, a decline not quite so
rapid as previously, probably again
because many of the immigrants
are Christian adherents (a 2000
survey indicated that 24% were
Christian).
The number of churches has kept
within the 50-55,000 range
throughout the Queen’s reign,
declining from 1953 to 1993 but
growing over the last 20 years,
especially in England. For
example, some 700 new churches
have started in London alone
between 2005 and 2012.

In 1953 there was an average of
180 members per church; in 1983
the average was 140 per church
and in 2013 the average is 110
members per church.
There were 42,000 ministers in
1953, dropping to 36,000 by 1983
and staying at about that level until
2003, since when the number has
grown to 37,000 in 2013.
While the total number of ministers
has thus not changed greatly over
the past 40 years, the proportion
who are female has increased
markedly, to nearly a fifth (19%) of
the total in 2013, this percentage
varying between zero in some
denominations (like the Roman
Catholics and Orthodox) to half or
more in others (like the Methodists
and Salvation Army).
Regardless though of varying
statistics over the past 60 years, two
facts remained unchanged – the
privileged position of the Church of
England as the bedrock church of
this nation and the inspiring
unchanging personal faith of our
Sovereign Queen.
By Dr Peter Brierley, a church consultant.

22 September
When the sun goes edgewise – and daytime equals night
September 22 is the autumnal equinox (if you live in the northern hemisphere) or
the vernal (Spring) equinox (if you live in the southern hemisphere) The
equinoxes occur in March and September, when the Sun is ‘edgewise’ to the
earth’s axis of rotation, so that everywhere on earth has twelve hours of daylight
and twelve hours of darkness.
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Community reporter, Philip Barron, considers:

When all is safely
gathered in

It’s time once again to raise the song of
harvest home (to quote Henry Alford’s
hymn) but recent years have seen big
changes in how the gathering is done.
According to the Association of Labour
Providers (ALP), about 95 per cent of
the agricultural work-force in the UK is
foreign and the official annual number
of seasonal workers in 2012 was
estimated at 67.000.
For centuries, harvesting was done by
the local community, with some
itinerant labour. Since the end of the
Second World War, the work has
largely been done by students and
migrant workers. After the war, a
cultural exchange programme for
young people was introduced. The flow
increased with the coming and
expansion of the EU. Recently the
Gangmasters Licensing Authority
(GLA) put the total number of seasonal
workers who come here each year at
between half a million and 700,000.

close to most urban areas of high
unemployment, which means a lot of
travelling. The work is not guaranteed
and the benefits system is not geared
to irregular work patterns (UK
workers generally want a guarantee of
40 hours a week)
Professor David Metcalf, chairman of
the Migration Advisory Committee, has
gone on record as saying that “growers
tell us that British workers either can’t
or won’t work at the intensity required
to earn the agricultural minimum
wage”. Also, foreign labour can provide
the “just in time” pattern of
supermarkets demands.
If that wasn’t difficult enough, the
National Farmers’ Union say that
without seasonal labour imports would
increase, prices will rise and quality will
fall. According to Professor Metcalf,
British workers are not displaced by
those from abroad and there are no
real immigration issues because the
incomers
normally
live on
the farm.

So what about British workers? Things
are not as simple as they might seem.
British people tend to want full-time
work – and the countryside is not

Do smartphones go everywhere?
Is there anywhere where you will NOT take your smartphone? Probably
not: more than half of us even take our smartphone into the privacy of the
lavatory. While there, we send work-related emails, surf the internet, check
out the news and sports headlines, browse social networking sites, or send
text messages. PIXmania.com, an electronics retailer who commissioned
the survey, observes: “Portable technology devices have changed both how
and when we entertain ourselves.”
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tidiness’. The RSPB campaign is in
response to a report that 60 per
cent of species in the UK have
suffered declines in the past few
decades. Our sparrows, starlings,
grass snakes, frogs, voles and
badgers need our help to breed,
move around and survive.

Be a messy gardener
This autumn, don’t clean up your
garden too much for the winter –
leave some messy bits. The Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds
fears that ‘sterile’ gardens where
nature cannot survive are
contributing to the decline in
wildlife.
Instead, build ‘homes for nature’,
urges the RSPB: leave some weeds
and garden debris, let the grass
stay long, don’t cut all the nettles,
leave the odd log to rot, and cut a
hole in your fence for the
hedgehogs. You can also fill a
bucket with woodchips, soil and
rotten branches for insects. Or fill
up an old washing bowl with water
and gravel to create a ‘mini pond’.
Many celebrity gardeners applaud
this approach. Monty Don of the
BBC’s Gardener’s World recently
tweeted: ‘Do not strive after

Mike Clarke, chief executive of the
RSPB, says: “Nature in the UK is in
trouble. Gardens provide a
valuable lifeline for species like
starlings, toads, hedgehogs and
butterflies, which are struggling to
find homes in the wider
countryside. Although the overall
problem is huge, the solution can
start on a small scale....Our aim is
to provide one million homes for
nature across the UK, because if
there is no home for nature, then
there’s no
nature – it
really is that
serious.”

Saturday 14th September - Sponsored Ride &
Stride
St. Peter’s Church will be open on Saturday 14th September
to welcome Riders and Striders. On this day people from
across Derbyshire set out on foot or bicycle to visit as many churches as
possible to raise money for the Derbyshire Churches and
Chapels Preservation Trust. St. Peter’s Edensor has received
financial support from the Trust in the past. If you would like to
join in to raise money in this way information on open churches
and sponsorship forms are available at
www.derbyshirehistoricbuildings.org.uk/bikeride.php
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David Shreeve is the Environmental Adviser
to the Archbishops’ Council and also
Executive Director of The Conservation
Foundation, which he co-founded in 1982
with David Bellamy. (visit:
www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/)

Helping solve the mystery
of House Martins.
Have you had house martins living
under the eaves of your house, or
some church buildings this summer?
For the past few months, since
around April, this energetic little bird
can be virtually members of our
family living literally under the same
roof. But what happens come
September?
It is one of ornithology’s greatest
mysteries, which modern technology
may be about to unravel.
Anyone who has had house martins
nesting this year is especially lucky, as
the number breeding in the UK has
fallen by two-thirds, leading to the
species being amber listed as a bird
of conservation concern and in need
of some help.
It is not known where in Africa
house martins winter, or how,
precisely, they get there. If we are to
start to understand what is driving
the decline of this wonderful species,
these questions need to be
researched.

fitting tiny (shirt button-sized)
devices known as geolocators to
twenty birds. Weighing less than a
gramme, each device contains a
clock, a calendar and a light sensor,
plus enough memory to store all of
the data collected from the day it is
fitted until the day it is retrieved.
By comparing daylight length,
measured by the light sensor, with
the time and date recorded,
scientists will be able to determine
where on the planet the device was
at any given time. This information
will then reveal the wintering areas,
together with the location of
possible stopover and refuelling
sites, precise migration routes and
the timing of the migration through
Europe and Africa.
It’s easy to think sometimes that if
we don’t know everything there is to
know there’s an expert who does.
But nature still holds mysteries and
the annual visit of the house martins
cannot be taken for granted. At least
they have friends at the BTO who
will be monitoring them and if there
is something wrong somewhere they
will hopefully be able to sort things
out and hopefully more of our eaves
could be welcoming house martins in
the future.
Find out more by visiting www.bto.org.

This summer, British Trust for
Ornithology researchers have been
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Sales last month
were poor at a
mere £296.
However, the
autumn/winter catalogue is now with
us, which includes cards and other
items for Christmas. One of
particular interest is The Real Advent
Calendar. We have grown familiar
with The Real Easter Eggs, which
include information about the real
meaning of Easter. Now for the first
time we have something similar for
Advent, which not only contains fair
trade chocolates, but also tells us
what Christmas is really about. For
every calendar sold 10p will be
donated to the Children's Society.

Other items to look out for in the
new catalogue include the stocking
fillers, the olive wood carvings from
Palestine and the beautiful tops and
scarves from India. Angels are always
popular as are the numerous nativity
sets.
Please make a note now of the two
Traidcraft Coffee Mornings at All
Saints' Church, Bakewell on Oct 12th
and Nov 9th,10.30 - 12noon, when
you can view all the cards on offer
and either buy them at the time or
place an order.
Peter Bird (01629 813087 pabird@gmail.com)

CREAM TEA TO SAY THANK YOU FOR
THE TREMENDOUS SUPPORT
Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport celebrated the contribution made
by volunteers who deliver transport services to people in the local
community. Staff and volunteers had an enjoyable afternoon at the Great
Longstone Office.
Ray Scotter, Chairman, said that “without the support of all volunteers
Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport could not provide affordable
transport”.
If you would like to be part of the volunteer team, contact 01629 641922 or
look at the web site on www.bect.org.uk.
Weekend exercise can make up for a week at work
This weekend, get moving – for at least 150 minutes. That is the amount of time
you should spend exercising each week, and if you can’t do a bit each day, it
seems that it is okay to catch up all at once at the weekend. Guidelines these
days recommend that each of us perform moderate to vigorous activity on a
regular basis. Now research at Queen’s University in Toronto suggests that even
weekend action will help lower your risk of diabetes, heart disease and stroke.
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Canon David Winter, a former Head of
Religious Broadcasting at the BBC, continues
his series presenting a point of view...

standards of Jesus, a judge needs to
do better than that.

The Way I See It:
JUSTICE AND MERCY

I would enjoy sending the revolting
men in Oxford who abused
vulnerable young girls to jail for a very
long time, but what would I have done
with the maths teacher who stupidly
allowed himself to fall in love with one
of his pupils and then run off to
France with her? I don’t think I would
have sent him to prison for five and a
half years. I would have looked at him
in the dock, seen a man whose career
as a teacher was finished forever, and
(I suspect) given him a suspended
sentence and warned him as to his
future conduct. At least that would
have saved the nation something like a
hundred thousand pounds.

I am very glad that I am not a judge. I
would, I confess, enjoy the income and
status, but there are far too many
aspects of the job that disqualify me
absolutely.
For one thing, how do judges keep
awake during those long and tedious
explanations of fraud or moneylaundering cases? On the other hand,
how can they sit there for weeks or
months on end listening to legal
arguments when the case is so
obvious that a ten-year-old could
pronounce guilt? Worst of all,
however, must be the whole matter of
sentencing. The accused stands there
before you, found guilty by his peers,
and now, after a couple of days to
think about it, you alone have to
decide what the punishment shall be.
Jesus said, "Do not judge, so that you
may not be judged. For with the
judgment you make you will be
judged, and the measure you give will
be the measure you get’. There’s the
problem, in a nutshell. Indeed, his next
words make it even worse: ‘Why do
you see the speck in your neighbour’s
eye, but do not notice the log in your
own?’ I have never actually murdered
anybody, but I’ve lost my temper
plenty of times. I’ve never robbed a
bank, but - hand on heart - has every
single statement I have made in a tax
return been the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth? By the

And it is exactly what a judge recently
did with a woman teacher who had an
affair with a 16 year old boy pupil.
But perhaps - see the problem? - this
would not sufficiently deter other
teachers from similar disastrous
relationships with their students.
So I do not want to be a judge. But at
the same time I admire those who
feel able to take on that fearful
responsibility. We often pray in
church for those who ‘administer the
law’, that they may ‘uphold justice,
honesty and truth’. All of us who are
glad someone else is doing it ought to
utter that prayer with profound
sincerity.
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29 September ~ All the angels,

led by St Michael

by David Winter
What is an angel? Easy, people think.
A shining figure with glorious wings,
who appears from time to time to do
some mighty work for God or bring a
very special message from him.
Well, that’s right in one sense (apart
from the wings, which owe more to
stained glass windows than the
Bible). But the fact that not all
‘angels’ in the Bible are ‘glorious’ or
‘shining’ should make us hesitate to
categorise them in this spectacular
way. After all, the three apparently
ordinary men who visited Abraham
and Sarah to tell them that she would
have a son even though she was long
past child-bearing age had none of
those outward embellishments.
Nevertheless Abraham recognised
them as divine messengers.
The Bible is full of angels, from the
early chapters of Genesis to the last
chapter of Revelation, and often they
had a key role in crucial events. It
seems, from just two instances, that
Michael was their leader, an
’archangel’. In stained glass he’s often
seen with a sword, because in a
vision in Revelation he led the
angelic host who fought and defeated
Satan and his army.
In the Gospels an angel of the Lord
appeared to Zechariah in the Temple,
to tell him that his elderly wife was to
have a son, the forerunner of the
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Messiah, John the Baptist. An angel Gabriel - appeared to Mary to tell her
that she would be the mother of the
Messiah, the Son of God. . An angel
appeared ‘in a dream’ to Joseph, the
village carpenter in Nazareth, to tell
him to go ahead and marry his
fiancee, Mary, and later - also in a
dream - warned him not to go back
to Bethlehem. A ‘young man’, whom
we take to have been an angel, was
sitting in the empty tomb on Easter
morning, waiting to tell the startled
women that Jesus wasn’t there - he
had risen (Mark 16:5).
Without going into every biblical
reference to angels, those should be
sufficient to show that the word
covers an enormous diversity of
experience. So the Letter to the
Hebrews speaks of those who
practice hospitality as sometimes
‘entertaining angels unawares’.
Sometimes people recognised angels
for who they were, and sometimes
they didn’t. Angels, quite simply, are
God’s agents or emissaries,
messengers and ministers of his will.
Sometimes they are human;
sometimes they seem to be spiritual
beings.
Perhaps we could even say that
anyone, in any situation, who is at
that moment God’s ‘messenger’ to us,
or serves us graciously, is an ‘angel’.
So when we say, ‘Oh, be an angel
and pop up to the chemist for my
prescription’, we may be nearer the
heart of the matter than we think!

God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess surveys
works of sacred art that can be found
in various museums...you can see the
image by googling the title of the
painting and the artist.

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:
William Holman Hunt’s
Scapegoat
14th September in the Jewish
calendar is Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement. It is a time of fasting
and prayer, and its observance is
regulated by Leviticus 16. The Old
Testament ritual involved cleansing
the priesthood and the people
when a scapegoat bearing the sins
of the faithful was sent into the
wilderness. Much of that ritual has
lapsed, but the heart of Yom Kippur
is prayer that the relationship of
love and service between God and
his people would be renewed and
restored. The goat that was sent by
relays into the desert had a scarlet
cord – a reminder that ‘though our
sins be scarlet, yet they shall be as
white as snow.’
It is the subject of William Holman
Hunt’s famous painting that is in
the Lady Lever Art Gallery at Port
Sunlight. This village was founded
by Lord Leverhulme in 1889 for the
workers in his soap factory. It
consists of gabled houses and
Elizabethan style cottages which
nestle side by side around the
impressive domed art gallery

containing a wealth of paintings
and sculptures.
Work on ‘The Scapegoat’ began in
1854 and was completed two years
later. Holman Hunt went to the
Dead Sea to paint the goat in situ,
following the Pre-Raphaelite
principles of art embodying exact
detail and accuracy in its subject
matter. There is a photograph of the
artist by his easel, a paintbrush in
one hand and a rifle in the other. It
was a time of political tension
between Syria, Palestine and
Turkey, which combined with the
constant danger of hostile
tribesmen in the area. Undaunted,
Holman Hunt sketched by the sea
and then finished the details off in
his rooms in Jerusalem. He
described the scene as a
‘beautifully arranged horrible
wilderness.’ In the distance are the
hills of Edom against the sky, and in
the foreground the solitary goat
with the scarlet cord over its head.
It is a bleak landscape, and on the
frame surrounding the picture are
the words from Leviticus: ‘The goat
shall bear on itself all their
iniquities to a barren region, and
the goat shall be set free in the
wilderness.’
At the time critics were not sure
what to make of the painting, as
there was no recognisable story or
moral so beloved of the Victorians.
Elegant ladies inquired if the artist
15

was going to put in the rest of the
flock, and one critic said it was an
excellent portrait of Lord Stratford.
We look at the painting with the
eyes of faith and realise that the
scapegoat was sent over the river
Kidron into the wilderness, the very
same river our Lord and his
disciples crossed to the garden of
Gethsemane which heralded the
passion of Jesus. We can see this

sad creature, isolated and alone,
bearing the sins of God’s ancient
people, and think of Isaiah word’s
‘He was despised and rejected by
others.’ A scapegoat in the Old
Testament bearing the sins of the
people: the Lamb of God in the
new covenant who takes away the
sin of the world.

Archbishop of Canterbury
denounces economic injustices

dismiss others sectors," he said.
"Economics has to be our servant;
not our master."

The Rt Hon and Most Revd Justin
Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury,
says there is a "gross imbalance in
the allocation of resources" in
society.
In his recent address to the
Methodist Conference, the
Archbishop drew on the North/
South economic divide, pointing
out that the spending per head on
infrastructure in the North East was
£5 compared to more than £2,000
in the South. "There is a danger of
the radical individualisation of our
society, meaning whole sectors

Archbishop Justin said that
Churches should stand alongside
the poor, not just talk to them, as
he expressed concern about the
rise of foodbanks in the UK and
made the argument that inflation
was a tax on the poor. The
Archbishop went on to say that
Churches should unlock the
wealth that God offers through
God's Spirit. "The common good is
resourced in the generosity of God
and nowhere else," he said.

We’ll really do it sometime,
Next week,
Next month,
Next year.
Now I’d like to be with you,
That’s strange,
There’s no-one here.

Priorities
In a minute,
Later,
One day,
Maybe,
Soon.
I haven’t time this morning,
Perhaps this afternoon.
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God in Music
The Rev Michael Burgess continues his
series looking at great works of music,
this year based on various saints of the
church.

‘In sweet music is such art’:

The St Matthew Passion (by
Johann Sebastian Bach)
21st September is the feast day of St
Matthew. We know that he was a
tax collector called by Jesus – an
episode that is powerfully
described in his gospel in chapter
9. This first Gospel in the New
Testament was probably written for
a Christian Jewish community: it is
full of Old Testament texts and
prophecies, fulfilled in Jesus to
show that the Christians are the
true heirs to that ancient covenant
between God and his chosen
people. The predominant image of
our Lord in St Matthew’s Gospel is
Jesus the teacher. A large part is
made up of discourses, beginning
with the Beatitudes in the Sermon
on the Mount. The Gospel shows
that this teaching was not simply a
set of commandments to fulfil and
follow. It was new teaching to lead
the disciples to a new way of
behaving, rejoicing in God as
Father, and delighting to be his
sons and daughters.
But it was teaching that also led to
conflict and the cross. That crucial
part of the Gospel inspired one of
the great musical works of Western

Christendom: The Passion
according to St Matthew of 1729
by Johann Sebastian Bach. When
Bach arrived in Leipzig as cantor
six years earlier, he had both a
musical examination and a
religious examination as Leipzig
was the bastion of the reformed
church in Europe.
For Bach, music and religion went
hand in hand: his music was the
deepest expression of his religious
faith. His manuscripts were often
headed ‘Jesus, help me’ and
concluded with the letters SDG –
To God alone be the glory. He
produced an enormous output of
religious music: 2 Passions, 3
oratorios, 6 motets, a Magnificat, a
Mass in B minor, some 200 church
cantatas, and many other works.
The St Matthew Passion shines out
as a bright star in this amazing
galaxy of creative outpouring. He
had already set St John’s Passion to
music in 1723, but in this work he
explored the spiritual heart of the
passion story in chapters 26 and 27
of St Matthew’s Gospel. The words
of Jesus are always accompanied
by the strings which provide a kind
of halo around the Saviour. There
are beautiful arias: Buss und Reu
(Torment and regret), Erbarme dich
(Have mercy) with a wonderful
violin melody, Aus Liebe will mein
Heiland (Out of love my Saviour is
willing to die), and Mache Dich
(Make thyself clean, my heart).
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These are punctuated by chorales,
and one chorale melody is heard
five times, each sounding out in a
new key and with new
harmonisation, as the listener is
invited time and time again to
ponder the meaning and the
message of the cross. It is a
treasure house of haunting and
sublime beauty that is not afraid to
plumb the depths of human
cruelty as we hear the shouts of
‘Barabbas’, and not afraid to lead

us from the hill of Calvary into the
redeeming arms of God’s love.

Lessons from Flodden

We face, of course, an interesting
event next year, when the Scottish
people will vote in a referendum
on independence from England - a
more tortuous but much less brutal
way of deciding that kind of issue.
If they vote for it, then a long
process of untangling centuries of
history will begin, not without
many setbacks and arguments, one
cannot doubt. However, no one in
their right mind thinks that our two
nations are ever likely to fight a
war against each other again - any
more than Wales and England, or
even with our oldest enemies, the
French. Again, it proves we’ve
learnt something.

Exactly five hundred years ago this
month a large Scottish army, led
by King James IV, set out to invade
England. They got as far as
Northumberland - just across the
border, really - and were defeated
at the battle of Flodden. James was
killed and his army retreated. It’s
just one of many battles, of course,
between the English and the Scots
in that period, in a kind of long
drawn out tussle over sovereignty,
monarchy and power.
It seems unthinkable nowadays
that England and Scotland should
actually fight each other in war,
which at least shows that in the
intervening centuries we have
learnt something. Our rivalry is
now restricted more or less to the
rugby field, where casualties are
bad enough but rarely, thank
goodness, fatal.
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In St Matthew’s Gospel we hear
Jesus speaking to us and leading us
into a new saving relationship with
the Father. In St Matthew’s Passion
that same Jesus can speak to us
through the music of J S Bach, and
teach us once again of the mystery
and the majesty of the cross,
which is the sign of our salvation.
✥✥✥✥✥

In a world full of wars and
conflicts - far too many of them
waged in the name of God - could
it be that the experience of the
British Isles and Europe could offer
a valuable model for the peoples
continued on page 19

of the Middle East, for instance?
Surely it’s not necessary for them
to endure centuries of battle and
barbarism, as we did, in order to
learn a better way of resolving
conflict? Jesus said, ‘Come to terms

Riding Lights on autumn tour
'A Different Drum', which has
been called one of Riding Lights
Theatre Company's ‘most
inspirational’ plays, is on national
tour this autumn.
In the blood of a flea, wrapped in a
bundle of French silk, the plague
arrives in the Derbyshire village of
Eyam, and with it comes a
devastating decision. As the entire
community chooses the bold path
of sacrifice, they begin to march to
a different drum…
Beginning in the 17th century the
play follows a thread through
history to the present day, picking
up accounts of others who have
dared to break the boundaries of
self-interest.
Don’t tweet your burglar
Who is reading your tweets?
Burglars are monitoring Twitter and
other social networking sites in
order to target people who are away
from home, the police have warned.

with your accuser while you are on
the way to court’. Talking must be
far better, surely, than a lengthy
and bitter legal battle and much
better than a war. As Winston
Churchill once memorably said,
‘Jaw-jaw is better than war-war’.

Full of life and colourful music, a
different drum imagines how
different the world could be if we
responded unswervingly to the call
to 'do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.'
Venues on the national tour, which
runs Friday 27 Sept to Saturday
2nd Nov currently include:
North: Wakefield, Keighley
Pocklington,York, Prenton, Chester
South East: Seasalter, Hythe, River,
London, Huntingdon
South West/Midlands: Ivybridge,
Verwood, Wool, Frome, Roath,
Cheltenham, Sedbury, and
Madelely
View the tour schedule with full
venue details at: http://
ridinglights.org/drum

Burglars look for people who have
posted a tweet about enjoying a
night out, or a holiday – and then go
and break into their properties. So
when you tweet, be careful of
mentioning where you are, or what
valuables you may have.
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August
solution
☜

September
Sudoku
☞

The 28th September 2013 would have been the 100th birthday of Edith
Pargeter, who wrote many novels under her pen name of ‘Ellis Peters’. The
most well-known and well-loved of these were the Brother Cadfael books;
many were made into television films starring Derek Jacobi as the
eponymous monk. In TV or in book form they delighted millions, including,
we suspect, many ‘Parish Pump’ readers!
Brother Cadfael
When medieval murder foul
In Shrewsb’ry was committed
A Brother, in monastic cowl –
Unusually quick witted
Would rise up from his place of
prayer
On learning the sad news
And seek, with patience, zeal, and
care
For tiny, subtle clues.

These crimes nonplussed poor
Sheriff Hugh
Confused, he’d scratch his head;
But Cadfael knew just what to do
For justice for the dead.
The slightest scuff upon the ground,
The slyest lie he’d see
Then soon the murd’rer would be
found –
Who needs the C.I.D?
By Nigel Beeton

Gloom and doom
Apparently gloomy days really do leave you
under the weather, because sunlight boosts
energy levels, and makes muscles work more
efficiently. It’s all to do with Vitamin D – which enhances the
activity of the mitochondria, or ‘batteries’ of a cell. While found in fish, fish
liver oils, egg yolks and some cereals, around 90 percent of our intake comes
from sunlight. The study was done at Newcastle University.
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Services & Rotas for September 2013
St. Anne’s, Beeley	

	

1	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

8	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

15	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

22	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

29	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

6 Oct	

 9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

Please note:There will be no Evensong at Beeley until further notice
St. Peter’s,Edensor
1	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

 	

8	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

 	

15	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

 	

22	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

 	

29	

10.45am	

 Harvest Thanksgiving Service	

6 Oct	

 10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

 	

	


Coffee

1	

8	

15	

22	

29	


Clive & Joy Thrower	

Mr & Mrs Bosett	

Mr & Mrs Sherwood	

M. Douglas/D.Maskery	

Mr & Mrs Carter	


6 Oct	


Sidesmen
	

J Bowns/M Pindar
	

Mr & Mrs Gordon
	

Mr & Mrs Jackson
	

Mr & Mrs Machin
	

Mr & Mrs Wardle
R.S.Sherwood/Diana Walters

Cleaning

Clive & Joy Thrower	


	

	

	

	


	


Flowers
Mrs Mather
“	

“
Mrs M Fearn
“	

“
Mrs Hopkins
“	

“	


Flowers

Mrs Day/Mrs Walters 	

 (WD)Wedding flowers
Mrs Machin/Thomas/Pindar	

	

Wedding flowers
Mr & Mrs Jackson	

Wedding flowers remain
Mr & Mrs Carter	

	

Margaret Nelson
Mr & Mrs Wardle	

	

Harvest Decorations*
Mr & Mrs Grimshaw	


??????????

*If you would like to help with decorating the church for Harvest meet at 10.30am
Saturday 28th Sept.
Readings! !
	

	


!

1	

 Galatians 5: 16-24	

Luke 17: 11-19	

8	

 Galatians 6: 11 - end	

	

Matthew 6: 24 - end	

15	

 Ephesians 3: 13 - end	

	

Luke 14: 1 - 11	

22	

 Ephesians 4: 1 - 6	

	

Luke 14: 1 - 11	

29	

 Genesis 1: 20-31	

	

Luke 12: 22 - 31	

	

Revelation 12: 7-12	

	

Matthew 18: 1 - 10	

	


!
	


St. Peter’s

Molly Marshall	

Trinity 14 	

Michael Douglas	

Trinity 15	

Diana Walters	

Trinity 16	

Margaret Thomas	

Trinity 17	

Molly Marshall
Harvest Service
	

St.Michael & All Angels

St. Anne’s
& Sunday School
Claire Cadogan
No Sunday School
Fiona Swain
S.S. Sarah Porter
Judith Fraser-Martin
Fiona Swain
Sarah Porter
“	

“

Rupert Turner/L H-A
	

 No Sunday School

‘The Bridge’ Parish Magazine - 60p per copy (£7.20 per year). Items for the
OCTOBER magazine should reach me by Monday 16 SEPTEMBER.

email: liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk
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