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Easter Thoughts
from Revd Clive Thrower
The great theme of Easter, for the Christian person, is the story of Jesus’
resurrection from the grave, on the third day of his death on the cross at
Calvary, a place of execution just outside Jerusalem’s city wall. This was
the event that concluded Jesus’ earthly ministry. For those disciples that
witnessed his resurrection, what Jesus had done by way of healing those
afflicted in body and mind, the miracles he performed and the teaching
he gave, these all made sense, like a jigsaw slotting into place.
The older I get the more I find myself looking back on my life and
thinking that it has had some sort of guiding hand. Especially those
moments when life seemed darkest or most challenging, these were the
events or periods that shaped me and provided new direction. In a very
humanist way one might describe them as little deaths and resurrections.
These were not simple restorations to my former self but transformations,
I don’t mean in a physical sense like a child’s transformer toy. There was,
however, one moment of change to my outward appearance; it was
quite challenging when I stepped out into a public place wearing a dogcollar for the first time. Fortunately none of my friends made any legpulling jests, they just accepted me as they always did. It was strangers
that reacted to the sight of the collar, usually with some blustering
apologising for a minor profanity in their conversation.
In the account of the risen Jesus of that first Easter day it is clear that he
was restored to life but was transformed in appearance too. Mary
mistook him for the gardener as she wept outside the tomb, the disciples
on the Emmaus road spent several hours in his company before realising
who they had seen. It was as if Jesus was playing that familiar game we
play with young children, peek-a-boo. A parent hides from the child’s
sight then re-appears to the great delight of the child, next they re-appear
with hands covering their face, ‘peek-a-boo’. Another variation is to
appear from a different point than they left, maybe the other side of the
tree trunk. What is the purpose of the game – it is to teach the child
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that mum and dad are still there even when they cannot be seen or
heard. Jesus taught his followers that he was still with them from beyond
the grave. And the disciples knew they could live without his physical
presence. More than this, if he lives beyond death he dies no more. This
is the Christian faith and hope, a message of life even in the darkest
moments. May you find a springtime of new life this Easter.
Clive

The egg with added
‘Easter’ launches 2013
campaign
Congregations, schools and
individuals are being asked to
support the Real Easter Egg 2013
campaign - and help change a life. Of
the 80 million chocolate eggs
expected to be sold in the UK this
Spring, the Real Easter Egg is the first
and only Fairtrade egg to explain the
meaning of Easter on and in the box.
Last year stories began to emerge of
people whose life had been changed
after being given a Real Easter Egg. A
grandmother from Oxfordshire gave
an egg and explained: “Tracy saw the
book that was included with the egg
and wanted her mum to read the
story to her… The following week
Tracy attended Sunday School.”

sale of The Real Easter Egg a
donation is made to Traidcraft
Exchange to support some of the
poorest farmers in the world. More
than £40,000 has been donated so
far.
David Marshall, founder of the
Meaningful Chocolate Company,
said: “It is encouraging to hear many
lives have been changed by people
receiving a Real Easter Egg. It is proof
that the events of Easter, including
the death and resurrection of Jesus,
have the power to open minds,
change lives and offer real hope. It is
also a boost for charitable giving,
Fairtrade and the work of trade
justice. I hope individuals will hunt
out a Real Easter Egg this year.”
Details on how to buy are at:
www.realeasteregg.co.uk

But it is not only at home that lives
have been transformed. With each
I bind unto myself today the power of God to hold and lead, his eye to
watch, his might to stay, his ear to hearken to my need: the wisdom of my
God to teach, his hand to guide, his shield to ward, the Word of God to give
me speech, his heavenly host to be my guard. - from St Patrick’s Breastplate
See page 16 for more about this hymn
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Preparing a new electoral roll
Every six years, by canon law, every
church in the Church of England
must prepare a brand new electoral
roll. We last did this in 2007, and
the time has now come round again.
Very simply, this is what happens:
~ At least two months before the
annual parochial church meeting is
held, the official rules that govern a
new electoral roll must be pinned to
the principal door of our church.
Those rules need to stay there for at
least 14 days, while a new roll is
prepared.
~ At every service that is held on
each of the two Sundays within that
period of 14 days, the person
conducting the service will inform
our congregation about the
preparation of the new roll.
~ The parochial church council will
also do all it can to alert every
person currently on the electoral roll
that a new roll is being prepared,
and that if he/she wishes to have his/
her name entered on the new roll
he/she MUST apply for enrolment. It
is NOT automatically carried over
from last time.

~ The preparation of the new roll
needs to be completed at least 15
days before our annual parochial
church meeting. After the
completion of the new roll, a copy of
the new roll will be published by
being exhibited on or near our
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church’s main door for at least two
weeks before our annual parochial
church meeting.

~ Our electoral roll is the official
listing of our church family. We
would strongly encourage everyone
who considers this church their
‘home church’ to apply for
enrolment on the electoral roll.
Please contact Christine Robinson
for St. Peter’s Church or Rupert
Turner for St. Anne’s Church for
enrolment papers.
Just like any household, the running
costs of both churches have
increased over the last few years.
We would strongly urge people on
the electoral roll to sign up to a
standing order, gift aided if possible,
because an assured regular income
is more helpful in budgeting for the
major projects we have had to do at
St. Peter's in the few past years to
keep the building in a fit state for not
only the many visitors to the area but
for the local community. St. Peter’s
costs in the region of £1,000 per
week to keep open, this is without
any unexpected maintenance costs
which might arise.
St. Peter’s Electoral Roll
Application forms for the Electoral
Roll of St. Peter’s will be available at
the back of church between 3 - 17
March, OR from Christine Robinson.
No new names can be added to the
list after 7 April until the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting has taken
place on Sunday 28 April.

Easter Lilies at St. Peter’s
Once again we shall be having Easter Lilies in Church.
Members of the congregation, and anyone else, are
invited to ‘buy’ a lily by donating £4 (or more) per lily
and to complete a card in memory of a loved one. The
cards will then be displayed in Church over the Easter
period.
Cards need to be filled in and returned by Palm Sunday - March 24th
For more information or to order a lily contact:
Liz Bradshaw 01246 582421 or Mrs Penrose 01246 583197

Easter Lilies at St. Anne’s
If you would like to make a donation towards Easter
Lilies for St. Anne’s, contact Pauline Mather or
Gladys Hopkins

‘The Bridge’ Parish Magazine - 60p per copy (£7.20 per year) Items
for the APRIL magazine should reach me by Monday 18 MARCH
email: liz.bradshaw@w3z.co.uk
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Telephone Numbers
Wardens:Rupert Turner	

 	

01629 732794
	

	

Fiona Swain	

 	

ex directory
Treasurer:-	

Gloria Sherwood	

01629 732983
Wardens:-	

Elizabeth Bradshaw	

01246 582421
	

	

David Jackson	

 	

01246 583452
Treasurer:-	

Mark Titterton	

 	

01246 582245
e-mail: mtitterton@btinternet.com
Lay Reader:-	

 Vernon Mather M.B.E.	

 01629 732317
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Dates for your Diary -March
4

Bakewell Oxfam Supporter Group - Grand Jumble Sale
9.30-12noon Bakewell Town Hall. Admission 30p
12
BEELEY WI Monthly Meeting 7.30pm Mistletoe Cottage
Reflections on my life as a Bakewell Registrar - Joyce Steele
Tea & raffle: Fiona
18
Bakewell & Eyam Deanery Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning
10am-12noon Bakewell Town Hall
20
CHATSWORTH WI Monthly Meeting 7pm Edensor Tea Cottage
Speaker: Penny Dean - Small in a Tall Person’s World
Competition: A miniature
Tea & Parcel: Mrs Rose & Mrs Rees
Vote of Thanks: Mrs Wood
21
WI Group Meeting at Beeley
23
Wedding - St. Peter’s
Christopher James O’Donnell & Louise Kate Anderton
25
Beeley Parish Council Meeting -7.30pm Village Hall - All welcome
6April Wedding St. Peter’s 4pm Paul Richard Melland & Jennie Wright

St. Peter’s Church 100 Club
January Draw 2013
1st Prize £30 - no. 70 Clive Thrower
2nd Prize £20 - no. 83 Vilna Kembery
Funds to church this month - £50

The total raised during 2012 for the
Restoration Fund was £708.40 with a
running total of £3,263.28 raised over
the last 5 years.
Thank you for supporting us.
We now need more members to
continue this fundraising activity, so if
you are interested in joining please
contact Ann Hall for a form.
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St. Anne’s & St. Peter’s
Churchyards
Spring is just around the corner, so
would everyone who has placed
Christmas wreaths etc. on graves
or cremation plots please make
sure that they are removed as
soon as possible, if this hasn’t
already been done.
This makes mowing a much easier
task for Richard and no one wants
to see old,dead Christmas flowers
in the churchyards.

Also a reminder that only fresh
flowers should be used in the
churchyards.

How Monsoon and Christian
Aid are helping revive
Afghanistan’s silk industry
What has been called “an exciting
new partnership,” between the high
street retailer Monsoon and the
development agency Christian Aid,
aims to help revive the 2000-yearold tradition of silk production in
Afghanistan. The two year project
aims to lift 1,500 women and their
families out of extreme poverty,
and potentially develop an
international market access for silk
producers in the country.
It’s all down to the silkworms living
in Herat, in western Afghanistan,
which lies on the old Silk Road

trade route. Herat has mulberry
trees on which the silkworms feed.
The project will provide the
women with silkworms, and
training to cultivate the silk
cocoons. Some of them will
receive looms and further training
to produce silk goods, such as
scarves and handkerchiefs, so that
they can sell their goods in the
local market. Women have
historically been the backbone of
the garment and textile industries
in Afghanistan and this project is
focused on helping widows and
women-headed households by
enabling them to earn their own
money.

THE BAKEWELL OXFAM SUPPORTERS GROUP
Invite you to

A GRAND JUMBLE SALE
On Monday 4th March from 9.30am - 12noon

In Bakewell Town Hall
Clothes,Bric-a-Brac,Toys,Home Produce,Jewellery*,
Books and a Tombola Stall.
Refreshments available
Entrance 30p
*If you have any jewellery you would like to donate, please ring
01629 733545
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This ‘Golden Oldie’ was given to me for
inclusion in ‘The Bridge’ at the end of last
year. It was cut from a newspaper so I
have included the authors’ names.

A poem from the archives
We met and we married a
long time ago; we worked for long
hours when wages were low.
No TV, no wireless, no baths, times
were hard; just a cold water tap and
a walk in the yard.
No holidays abroad or
carpets on floors; we had coal on
the fire and we didn’t lock doors.
Our children arrived, not pill in
those days. We brought them up
without state aid.

No vandals, no muggings there was nothing to rob. We felt
well off with a couple of bob.
People were much happier in those
far off days; much kinder and caring
in so many ways. Milkmen and
paperboys would whistle and sing; a
night at the pictures was our weekly
fling. We all had our share of
trouble and strife, we just had to
face the pattern of life.
Now I’m alone I look back at
the years, forgetting the bad times,
the trouble and tears. I remember
the blessings, our home and our
love. We share these together, I
thank God above!
Doreen & Brian Jones
North Wingfield

They were safe going out in
the dark, and old folk were safe
going out in the park. No vallium,
no drugs, no LSD; we cured all our
ails with a good cup of tea.

You are invited to come along to meet your friends
for a relaxing coffee with scones and delicious cake!!

Coffee Morning
Monday 18th March 10am-12noon
Bakewell Town Hall
Stalls and Refreshments:

Books & Bric-a-brac, Cakes & Preserves, Toiletries, Tombola, Raffle
Bakewell & Eyam Deanery Mothers’ Union Fund-raising Event
for the ‘Away from it All’ Holidays…
a practical and important way to help support family life.

PLEASE HELP US TO HELP OTHERS
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Chatsworth Bowling Club
Chatsworth Bowling Club has vacancies for a few new members for the
forthcoming season commencing late March until September 2013.
As our membership numbers have fallen over the last few years, we are
now looking to increase our playing numbers once again. Ladies and
Gentlemen, both young and retired, are welcome to apply and
successful applicants will automatically become members of the
Cavendish Club, with its bar and catering facilities, adjacent to our
scenic crown green in the beautiful estate village of Edensor.
Our normal seasons’ events would consist of a weekly club night,
internal knock-out competitions, numerous friendly matches against
other local clubs both home and away and for the more competent
bowler we do have teams in two local leagues, with weekly matches.
You will also be able to practice at any time during the season when the
green is available.
If you have never played before and just want to give it a go don’t worry,
tuition and guidance will be given. We have ample bowls in store to get
you going, so all you need is a pair of flat soled shoes and the willpower.
Our existing membership is made up of current and retired estate staff
and local residents, all enjoying the company of other likeminded, active
people. This is a very good socialising sport, which will also help keep
you fit; our oldest member is over 90 and still plays a good competitive
game.
If you are interested and would like to know more details, or if you
would like an application form, please do not hesitate
to contact either of the following committee members:
Mr Mervyn Barnes (Chairman) 01246 567478
Mrs Lesley Moore (Secretary) 01246 583283

Smile

Best
The reporter was interviewing the town’s oldest woman. “And what do you
find is the best thing about being 104?” he asked.
“That’s easy,” she said. “No peer pressure.”
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Baslow Health Centre –
Church Lane, Baslow
New Patients Welcome
www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk

repeat prescriptions on-line. You can
only access this facility from our
webpage. You now need to put _902
at the end of your log-in ID. Example:
1234_902 then your usual password.

Telephone Numbers:

Ordering Repeat Medication
All requests for repeat prescriptions
must be:•	

 In writing or with our on-line
access
•	

 Return form to surgery by
Post/Fax/Box on Dispensary
(The Dispensary line is open
Reception
12noon – 1.00pm & 2.00pm – 3.00pm)
Allow two working days
•
Normal Surgery Opening Times
before collection
Monday 7.30am - 7.30pm
!	

 To ease the parking
Tuesday - Friday 8am to 6.30 pm
congestion, please collect
(Closed Bank Holidays)
your prescription between
Please note the above times as
12:00 – 4:00
we receive a lot of phone calls,
just asking what time we are
Samples: if you need to leave a
sample with us please ensure it is
open to!
labelled with your name and date of
Failure to Attend
birth and in the sealed bag.
Appointments: The Practice is
Test Results: As we do not receive
experiencing an increase in patients
test results from hospital until
booking appointments and failing to
attend. Please ensure that you cancel lunchtimes, please ring for these after
your appointment if you don’t need it 2pm.
Reception:	

01246 582216
District Nursing Team: 01246 584903
Surgery Fax:	

 01246 583867
Health Visitor:	

 01246 583270
Dispensary:	

01246 582366

and allow others to see the doctor!
Surgery Closure:The next half day
closures for training will be
Wednesday afternoon 13th March and
then 17th April.
Easter Closure: The surgery will
be closed on 29th March Good Friday
and 1st April Easter Monday.
Check our Website: Booking
appointments and ordering your
10

Urgent Calls: 01246 582216 or 111
Note from the editor:
How many readers of the magazine
find this page useful? I realize that not
all locals are registered with the Baslow
Health Centre so wonder if it is
worthwhile continuing putting it in.
Please do let me know.

Canon David Winter, a former Head of
Religious Broadcasting at the BBC,
continues his series presenting a point of
view...
The Way I See It: WHEN THE
SUMS DON’T ADD UP
First, the good news: we’re living longer
and more healthily. Then, the bad news:
we don’t know how to cope with all
the older people. This is the single
biggest social problem facing
governments in the advanced world,
and all of them, including ours, are
struggling to find an answer.
Fifty years ago this month William
Beveridge, the architect of Britain’s
modern welfare system, including
National Insurance and universal
pensions, died. He could not have
foreseen our present-day dilemma. The
number of wage-earners stays pretty
static, but the number of older people
depending on their taxes and National
Insurance contributions is growing all
the time.Very soon the number of
wage-earners will be exceeded by the
number of pensioners. The sums simply
don’t add up.
Better nutrition, healthier life-styles
and the amazing advances of modern
medicine mean that the normal
expectation of life has risen to nearly
80 for men and well over 80 for
women. That’s all well and good,
especially for those of us who are
already old. But our assumptions about
the age of retirement (traditionally
between 60 and 65) were based on
death rate statistics that simply no
longer apply. So far, I’m glad to say, no
one has proposed a nationally imposed
cull of the elderly to balance the

books, but more politically correct
answers are not easy to find.
So the big question is, ‘Who cares for
the elderly when they can no longer
care for themselves?’ And who
provides the income which many of the
large and constantly growing number
of people in their seventies and eighties
will need in order to support
themselves? It’s not a party political
question. Whatever solution is found
will have to be widely acceptable and
long-term.
It’s a uniquely modern issue, so there’s
no specific answer in the Bible, beyond
the general command to care for one
another. In biblical times the problem
didn’t exist. The elderly were there, in
the home, in the village, part of the
extended family, fed and supported
until they went to their ‘long home’, as
Ecclesiastes calls it. The family,
anchored to lifelong geographical
roots, provided the social services, the
home help, the carers and even, in the
end, the nursing home.
Realistically, we can’t expect to return
to that historic domestic life-style.
Modern life disperses families, whether
they like it or not, and older people
cherish their independence. But I think
we could take more seriously the
solemn warning of the New Testament:
‘Whoever does not provide for
relatives, and especially for family
members, has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever’ (1 Timothy
5:8). Whether it is through our taxes,
or by our own personal caring, we are
our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, and
that is a privilege as well as a duty. I
think Lord Beveridge would agree.
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Paul Hardingham observes that Easter
is either the supreme fact of history –
or a hoax.

Easter in Three Dimensions
Films like Life of Pi or The Hobbit
come alive when watched in 3D. As
we celebrate Easter, it’s good to ask,
‘Do we see it in 3D or is our
celebration simply onedimensional?’ It’s easy to miss the
true significance of the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead. As C.
S. Lewis said, ‘Easter is not primarily
a comfort, but a challenge. Its
message is either the supreme fact
in history or else a gigantic hoax.’
So how can we see Jesus’
resurrection in three dimensions?
The first dimension is the proof of
the resurrection: The resurrection
of Jesus was an historical event to
which we have eye witness
accounts: ‘He appeared to Peter,
and then to the Twelve. After that,
he appeared to more than five
hundred of the brothers at the same
time, most of whom are still living,
though some have fallen asleep.
Then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles, and last of all he
appeared to me also.’ (1
Corinthians 15:3-8). Jesus’
resurrection also had a dramatic
effect, as the church grew. ‘It is a
perfectly amazing story of peaceful
revolution that has no parallel in
the history of the world.’ (Michael
Green).
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The second dimension is the
promise of the resurrection:
George Bernard Shaw famously
said, ‘Death is the ultimate statistic,
one out of one of us dies.’ As Jesus
promised, ‘I am the resurrection and
the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; and
whoever lives and believes in me
will never die.’ (John 11:25-26).
The resurrection of Jesus declares
that he didn’t die in vain, but has
secured eternal life for us. When we
believe and trust in Him, we can
look forward to an eternity with
God, with a body like Jesus! The
resurrection of Jesus guarantees us a
secure future.
The third dimension is the power of
the resurrection: The resurrection
is also a present experience, ‘This is
eternal life, that they may know you
the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent.’ (John 17:3).
Eternal life is not just about life after
death, but a quality of life to be
experienced now i.e. ‘life in all its
fullness’.
Wilson Carlile, the founder of the
Church Army was speaking at Hyde
Park Corner, ‘Jesus Christ is alive
today.’ A heckler in the crowd
shouted out, ‘How do you know?’
Carlile replied, ‘Because I was
speaking to him for half an hour this
morning!’

19 March -

St Joseph the Carpenter
By David Winter
Many people know that Joseph was
the father of probably the most
famous man who ever lived, but
beyond that we know very little
about him. The Gospels name him as
the ‘father’ of Jesus, while also
asserting that the child was born of a
virgin. Even if he wasn’t what we call
the ‘biological’ father, it was
important to them that he was a
distant descendant of the great king
David - a necessary qualification for
the messiah. It’s obvious that Joseph
(usually described as a ‘carpenter’)
was poor, because he was allowed to
offer the poor man’s sacrifice of two
pigeons or turtle doves at the
presentation of his infant son. No
one expected eloquence or wisdom
from this man’s son. Jesus was born
into a poor family, with a doubtless
hard-working artisan as his father.
There would have been few luxuries
in that little home at Nazareth.
Matthew begins his birth narrative
with the bald statement that Mary
was engaged to Joseph, but before
they lived together she became
pregnant ‘with child from the Holy
Spirit’. Joseph was not apparently
privy to the divine intervention in her
life, and drew the obvious
conclusion: it was another man’s
child. However, he was not the sort
of man who wished to disgrace her
publicly, so he resolved to ‘dismiss
her quietly’ - end their engagement
without fuss, we might say.

However, at that point Joseph had a
dream in which he was told by ‘an
angel of the Lord’ not to hesitate to
take Mary as his wife, because the
child conceived in her was ‘from the
Holy Spirit’, and that the baby was to
be named ‘Jesus’ (‘saviour’) because
he will ‘save his people from their
sins’. On waking, Joseph did as he
had been instructed and took Mary
as his wife.
So far as Joseph himself is concerned
we can be pretty sure of a few things.
In human legal terms he was the
father of Jesus, he was a carpenter
and he had probably died before
Jesus began his public ministry. The
little we are told suggests a devout,
decent and sensitive man, one who
shared Mary’s anxiety when the
twelve year old Jesus went missing in
Jerusalem and who presumably
taught his son the trade of a
carpenter.
Joseph has become an icon of the
working man - there are many
churches nowadays dedicated to
‘Joseph the Worker’. He can stand in
the calendar of saints for the
’ordinary’ person, a straight-forward
craftsman who never expected or
chose to be in the spotlight of history.
He did what he could, and he was
obedient to everything that he
believed God required of him. To do
the ‘ordinary’ thing well, to be kind,
caring and open to guidance: these
are great gifts, and Joseph seems to
have had them in abundance.
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As Easter approaches, Prebendary Richard
Bewes remembers how Lew Wallace came
to write Ben Hur….

There’s another bit to the
story! (Luke 24:1-12)
During a morning assembly in Holy
Week at a London church school,
Good Friday was the chosen topic. At
the close, a little girl came up with
shining eyes. “But there’s another bit
to the story!” she cried excitedly. “I
know all about it – it’s called Ben
Hur!”
Her exclamation was more
significant than she realised. For
there was indeed a drama
surrounding the writing, by Lew
Wallace, of the book that became a
block-buster film featuring Charlton
Heston.
Lew Wallace - whose statue remains
today on Washington’s Capitol Hill had been an outstanding general in
the Federal Army in the mid
nineteenth century. He was to
become Governor of Utah. He was
also an author.
As a writer, Wallace had told his wife
that he intended to examine the
New Testament, with a view to
writing a book that would explode
what he felt to be the myth of
Christ’s resurrection. Wisely his
believing wife kept her own counsel,
and prayed.

the account of the Gospels could not
be refuted. Finally he confided to his
wife that the book could not, after
all, be written.
She persuaded him to the contrary. It
could indeed be written – but from a
new and different standpoint
altogether. ‘Ben Hur’ – a tale of the
Christ – was the result. It has never
been out of print since 1880.
Lew Wallace would have read all the
Gospel accounts, including that of St
Luke. Luke’s Easter (Luke 24) started
with the women at the empty tomb
– a fact on which every serious
viewpoint has always been agreed.
His account continued with the
angelic messengers - and turned on
the angelic reminder to the women
of Christ’s earlier foretelling of his
resurrection. Then, came the group’s
re-tracing of their steps – gaspingly
to dig the eleven uncomprehending
disciples out of their beds.
It was a day of disruption and of
running feet. The mindset had to
change – and has had to face
challenge and change ever since. The
programme had to change – from
demoralised inertia to worldwide
proclamation. The adherents had to
change – from a bunch of unknowns
in the Israeli fishing industry to the
greatest international family of belief
the world has ever seen, numbering
today two point three billion people.

The months passed, and Wallace –
The little girl was right; there is
despite his every effort – found that
another bit to the story!
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God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess begins a new
way of looking at the sacred in art....

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:
‘Menorah’ by Roger Wagner
In the midst of the dreaming spires
and Gothic splendour of Oxford
stands the Ashmolean Museum. Its
classic proportions are a contrast to
the buildings around. Within, the
addition of thirty new galleries has
doubled the exhibition space, and
the visitor to the museum will
discover a wealth of beautiful and
impressive works – Renaissance
drawings, Eastern art and British
paintings. The last category
includes this month’s work:
‘Menorah’ by Roger Wagner. It was
painted in 1993 and at that time it
was the largest contemporary
painting acquired by the
Ashmolean. It is now on loan to St
Giles’ Church at the northern end
of the city.
Roger Wagner was born in 1957.
He graduated from Oxford and
now worships at the Romanesque
church of Iffley. He works on a
small scale with book illustrations,
but also creates large canvases that
juxtapose traditional religious
images with contemporary symbols
in a startling and arresting way. The
background of ‘Menorah’ is Didcot
Power Station, which can be seen
from the windows of the Oxford-

London train. The central chimney
and the cooling towers around
form the shape of the sevenbranched candlestick of Judaism. In
front of them are the three crosses
of Calvary. Around the scene of
crucifixion we can see a couple
consoling each other in the
foreground and isolated individuals
wandering in the mud in grief and
perplexity. They are dressed in
Hasidic robes.
An earlier work of Roger Wagner’s
is ‘The Burning Furnace’ where
angels are painted in the setting of
a Victorian iron works. It is the
same contrast of ancient and
modern in this painting: the Good
Friday of 2000 years ago and an
industrial, bleak landscape of
today. The artist is also contrasting
the menorah of Judaism and the
cross of Christianity – the suffering
of the Holocaust and the suffering
of the Saviour.
The menorah would burn in front
of the Holy of Holies as a sign of
God’s invisible presence. In the
book of Revelation, St John
describes his vision of Jesus the
Lamb in the midst of the same
seven flaming torches, moving with
grace and glory. Here in ‘Menorah’
the figure of Jesus is insignificant
against the immense scale of
industrial buildings spewing out
pollution into the bright sky.
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But it is that figure of Jesus on the
Cross who draws us this month in
Holy Week and draws us in this
painting. The mourners around
look like figures in a concentration
camp: victims of man’s inhumanity
to man. The cooling towers are a
vivid reminder of our violation and
destruction of mother earth. And in
the centre we see our crucified
Lord. We hear Isaiah’s song of the
suffering servant that there is no
sorrow like this sorrow. We hear
also Jesus crying ‘My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?’
And we can ponder this painting as

we ask, is it a sign of the absence
of God, or, like the Menorah lit in
the temple, a sign of the presence
of God? There is human chemistry
creating the destruction of life and
earth as depicted by Roger Wagner.
Can we proclaim a divine
chemistry at work which will
transform suffering and death into
the new life of Easter in the power
of the Resurrection?
You can see the image by googling the
title of the painting and the artist.

Plague of silent cold calls
You know the scenario: you are right in the middle of something, and
the phone rings. You drop what you are doing, and pick it up. Then –
nothing. Silence. You have just joined nearly half of the UK population
in being the recipient of a silent call.
What is worrying is that the figures have nearly doubled since 2011.
Ofcom warns that such calls, usually made by automated dialling
systems at call centres, are a growing problem that not only annoys
people but can also make them anxious. The dialling systems work by
phoning several numbers at once, although the call will go through only
to the first person to pick up.
And even if you do hear a voice, it can still be
incredibly intrusive: 71 per cent of landline users last
year reported a live marketing call, while 63 percent
received a recorded marketing message. None of us
want it; but no one knows how to stop it.

Daily prayer
Lord, keep your arm around my shoulder and your hand over my mouth.
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God in Music
The Rev Michael Burgess continues
his series looking at great works of
music...
‘In sweet music is such art’:

the life and hymn of
St Patrick
‘I bind unto myself this day the
strong name of the Trinity’ – this is
the bold, vigorous opening of the
hymn of St Patrick’s Breastplate. The
words are by Mrs C F Alexander,
who wrote many favourite
children’s hymns. Here she has
translated the original Irish with
some poetic licence. A better
translation would be ‘I arise today
through strength in the sky, in the
light of the sun, in the moon’s
reflection, in the dazzle of fire and
the wildness of the wind.’ But Mrs
Alexander still managed to capture
the courageous faith of the saint
whom we celebrate this month on
17 March.
There is a story that St Patrick lit the
Easter beacon on the hill of Slane
before that of the king. Enraged, the
king drove up the hill to put Patrick
to death, only to hear the saint
singing Psalm 20 and the hymn ‘I
bind unto myself.’ Certainly the
hymn is a typical Lorica or
Breastplate – it is a martial song, an
incantation and a creed. That gives
the hymn its special majesty and
strength as Patrick calls on the
presence of God to sustain and

protect him like the armour of the
breastplate. But the story perhaps is
no more than a story – one of many
associated with the saint, who
chased away the snakes and
journeyed, shamrock in hand,
through Ireland lighting lamps of
faith wherever he went.
We do know that Patrick was born
in Roman Britain in the latter days
of the 4th century. He was
kidnapped by Irish pirates and sold
into slavery at the age of 16.
Separated from his family and the
familiar countryside of his youth,
he turned to God and found there
strength and consolation. He
managed to flee his captors, took a
boat to Gaul and then slowly made
his way back home – an amazing
escape journey like the Exodus of
the Israelites. However, vivid
dreams called him back to Ireland
and he returned there as a bishop.
And it is St Patrick more than
anyone else who is credited with
establishing Christianity in that
land. ‘A slave of Christ,’ he called
himself, travelling the length and
breadth of Ireland, taking with him
an infectious love of learning and
an infectious love of God. His was
a life underpinned and founded on
that breastplate of prayer which is
the hymn traditionally sung on his
feast day in this month.
The tune is a wonderful Irish
melody arranged by Charles Villiers
Stanford. It is in triple time, and so
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there is a pulse and a movement
behind the words praising the
Trinity.Then at verse 4 there is a
contrasting section, which ponders
on the all-encompassing presence
of Christ. ‘In him all things hold
together,’ St Paul wrote in his letter
to the Colossians. That is the mood
in this verse, which leads into the
triumphant assertion that as we
call on the name of the Trinity, so
we can praise God for the

salvation that comes in Christ our
Lord. And like St Patrick, we can
call on Jesus Christ to be our
shield and breastplate, as we offer
our lives in his service.

Bishop urges Christian
generosity 'to give the blood
that flows through your veins'

Church on a national initiative of
this kind. The Rt Revd James
Newcome says: "fleshandblood is
an exciting opportunity for the
Church. Christians have a mandate
to heal, motivated by compassion,
mercy, knowledge and ability.
Extending our understanding of
the central Christian themes of
generosity and stewardship to
include blood and organ donation
has the potential to tangibly
transform the giver and the
receiver.

The Bishop of Carlisle, lead
bishop on healthcare for the
Church of England , has recently
urged Christians to consider giving
more than money in a new
campaign launched jointly with
the NHS and Churches.
The fleshandblood campaign aims
to profile the need for more blood
and organ donors and encourage
donation as another way of
personal giving within churches.
Sponsored by Give.net and in
association with denominations,
organisations and festivals
including the Church of England,
Salvation Army, Methodist Church,
United Reformed Church and
Baptist Union, the fleshandblood
campaign marks the first time the
NHS has worked alongside the
18

"I would encourage individual
Christians and local churches to
engage with the campaign as we
help address an important social
issue ... Being willing to give ...
applies just as much to the blood
that flows in our veins; and the
organs that are such an intrinsic
part of our bodies.” Visit
www.fleshandblood.org/ for more
details.

February
solution
☜

March
Sudoku

Grumpy old men and
women? Not at all!
There is no need to get grumpy as
you get older – in fact most of us
grow happier. Those are the findings
of a recent study carried out by the
University of Warwick. It was found
that after the ‘mid-life dip’ in
happiness (which hits you at about
45), many older people reported a
greater mental satisfaction with life.
The curious thing is that physical
infirmities don’t seem to affect this
later-life contentment. Researchers
suspect it might be due to a mature

Don’t worry if your baby
isn’t trendy
Babies and young children need loving,
calm, stable, human companionship
more than endless classes and
stimulus. They grow by responding to
human voices and touch, and they love
having lullabies sung to them.

So claims a childcare expert, Sylvie
Hetu, who in her book Too Much,Too
Soon? notes that babies nowadays have

☞

person’s better coping abilities in
dealing with hardships, a lowering of
overall expectations from life, and a
lessening of the pressures of work.
It was also found that the most
contented people get between 6-8
hours sleep a night; either more or
less sleep than that had a negative
impact on physical and mental health.
Older Christians, of course, have one
wonderful promise from God to lean
on if things do get rough: “Even to
your old age I am He, and even to
grey hairs will I sustain you; I have
made you and I will carry
you.” (Isaiah 46:4).
“schedules that are as important as
those of adults.” She goes on: “Baby
music, baby yoga, baby gym, baby
singing, baby salsa, baby language, baby
Einstein, and baby swim classes are
very common nowadays.” She goes
on: “All cultures in the world have
lullabies. But this is the first
generation of parents who do not
routinely and intuitively sing to their
babies.” So – next time you feel a
surge of love for your baby, sing to it!
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Services & Rotas for March 2013
St. Anne’s, Beeley	

	

Flowers
3	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

Lent - no flowers
10	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

 “	

“
17	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

 “	

“
24	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion (Palm Sunday)	

	

 “	

“
28	

7pm	

Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday
	

(At this service we include many elements of a Jewish passover meal)
31	

9.30am	

 Holy Communion for Easter Day	

	

 Easter Lilies
	

6pm	

9 Lessons & Easter Hymns (followed by APCM)
7 Apr	

 9.30am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

 “	

“	

St. Peter’s,Edensor
Sidesmen
3	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

 	

	

Mr & Mrs Gordon
10	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion (Mothering Sunday)	

 Mr & Mrs Jackson &
	

	

 	

	

	

 	

	

2 children
17	

10.45am	

 Matins	

	

 	

	

Mr & Mrs Machin
24	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion (Palm Sunday)	

 	

Mr & Mrs Wardle	

31	

10.45am	

 Holy Communion for Easter Day	

 R.S.Sherwood/Diana Walters
	

	

 	

(Rt. Revd Humphrey Southern, Bishop of Repton)
7 Apr	

 10.45am	

 Holy Communion	

 	

	

J Bowns/M Pindar
	

Coffee
Cleaning
Flowers	

3	

 Mrs Cooper/Mrs Clarke	

 Mrs Bateman/Mrs Robinson	

Lent - no flowers
10	

 Mr & Mrs Sherwood	

Mr & Mrs Nelson	

“	

 	

“
17	

 M Douglas/D Maskery	

 Mrs Day/Mrs Walters	

“	

 	

“
24	

 Mr & Mrs Carter	

Mrs Machin/Thomas/Pindar	

“	

 	

“
31	

 Clive & Joy Thrower	

Mr & Mrs Jackson	

Easter Lilies*
* Help would be appreciated arranging the lilies on Saturday 30th from 10.30am
Readings! !
	

	

3 	

 Ephesians 5: 1-14	

	

	

	

Luke 11:14-28	


!

10	

 2 Corinthians 5: 16-end	

	

Luke 15: 1-3 & 11-end	


!

St. Peter’s
	

Margaret Thomas	

	

Lent 3	


St. Anne’s
& Sunday School
Rupert Turner/
Lynda Hinxman-Allegri

A pupil & a parent	

Lent 4 Mothering Sunday	


Sarah Porter
No Sunday School

Sarah Porter (Sunday School)

17	

 Exodus 24: 4-8 (Edensor)	

 Duke of Devonshire	

	

Hebrews 9: 11-15 (Beeley) 	

	

	

John 8: 46-end	

Lent 5 Passion Sunday	


Judith Fraser-Martin

24	

 Philip 2: 5-11	

	

Matthew 21: 1-15 	


Christine Robinson	

Palm Sunday	


Fiona Swain
No Sunday School

31	

 Colossians 3: 1-7	

	

John 20: 1-10	


Mavis Cunningham	

Easter Day	


Judith Fraser-Martin
No Sunday School
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Sarah Porter (Sunday School)

